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Service of Light
GREETING
All stand
Officiant
People

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SHORT LESSON
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a
lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house.
And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the good
you do, and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16
PRAYER FOR LIGHT
The Officiant says
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of
the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance
of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Candle-Lighting
PHOS HILARON S 60 O Gracious Light (Arnatt)
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PSALM: Psalm 103:19-22
19 The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.
20 Bless the LORD, O you his angels,
you mighty ones who do his bidding,
obedient to his spoken word.
21 Bless the LORD, all his hosts,
his ministers that do his will.
22 Bless the LORD, all his works,
in all places of his dominion.
Bless the LORD, O my soul.
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
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The Lessons
FIRST READING: Genesis 28:10-17
The people sit.
A Reading from the book of Genesis.
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11 He came to a certain place and stayed there for
the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head
and lay down in that place. 12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top
of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. 13 And the
LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God
of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; 14 and your offspring
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to
the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your
offspring. 15 Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you
back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 Then
Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!”
17 And he was afraid, and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of
God, and this is the gate of heaven.”
10

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford)
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary
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SECOND READING: Revelation 12:7-12
The people sit.
A Reading from the Revelation of John.
War broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and his
angels fought back, 8 but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in
heaven. 9 The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were
thrown down with him.
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,
“Now have come the salvation and the power
and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Messiah,
for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down,
who accuses them day and night before our God.
11 But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony,
for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.
12 Rejoice then, you heavens
and those who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea,
for the devil has come down to you
with great wrath,
because he knows that his time is short!”
The Word of the Lord.
Reader
People
Thanks be to God.
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Silence may follow.
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SECOND CANTICLE S 255 The Song of Simeon (Canticle 17) (Purcell)
Canticle 17: The Song of Simeon

THIRD READING: John 1:47-51
The people sit.
A Reading from John.
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi,
you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered, “Do you believe because
I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And he said
to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and
descending upon the Son of Man.”
47

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Officiant and People together, all standing.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
SALUTATION
The people stand or kneel
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Officiant and People
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SUFFRAGES
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
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Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

FIRST COLLECT
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the ministries of angels
and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and worship you in heaven,
so by your appointment they may help and defend us here on earth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
SECOND COLLECT
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the
doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.
THIRD COLLECT
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way,
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.
PRAYER FOR MISSION
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you,
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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HYMN O bless the Lord, my soul (St. Thomas (Williams))

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
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through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Officiant and People
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
CONCLUDING VERSICLE
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CONCLUDING SENTENCE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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