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Service of Light
GREETING (BCP p. 109)
All stand
Officiant
People

Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a
lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house.
And you, like the lamp, must shed light among your fellow men, so that they may see the good
you do, and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16
PRAYER FOR LIGHT (BCP p. 110)
The Officiant says
Let us pray.
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of
the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance
of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Candle-Lighting
PHOS HILARON (BCP p. 112)
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
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THE PSALM: Psalm 119: 25-48
Daleth Adhæsit pavimento
25 My soul cleaves to the dust; *
give me life according to your word.
26 I have confessed my ways, and you answered me; *
instruct me in your statutes.
27 Make me understand the way of your commandments, *
that I may meditate on your marvelous works.
28 My soul melts away for sorrow; *
strengthen me according to your word.
29 Take from me the way of lying; *
let me find grace through your law.
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; *
I have set your judgments before me.
31 I hold fast to your decrees; *
O Lord, let me not be put to shame.
32 I will run the way of your commandments, *
for you have set my heart at liberty.
He Legem pone
33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.
35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.
36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.
37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
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which you make to those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.
Waw Et veniat super me
41 Let your loving-kindness come to me, O Lord, *
and your salvation, according to your promise.
42 Then shall I have a word for those who taunt me, *
because I trust in your words.
43 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth, *
for my hope is in your judgments.
44 I shall continue to keep your law; *
I shall keep it for ever and ever.
45 I will walk at liberty, *
because I study your commandments.
46 I will tell of your decrees before kings *
and will not be ashamed.
47 I delight in your commandments, *
which I have always loved.
48 I will lift up my hands to your commandments, *
and I will meditate on your statutes.

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: Ecclesiasticus 7:4-14
A Reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.
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Do not seek from the Lord high office,
or the seat of honour from the king.
5
Do not assert your righteousness before the Lord,
or display your wisdom before the king.
6
Do not seek to become a judge,
or you may be unable to root out injustice;
you may be partial to the powerful,
and so mar your integrity.
7
Commit no offence against the public,
and do not disgrace yourself among the people.
8

Do not commit a sin twice;
not even for one will you go unpunished.
9
Do not say, ‘He will consider the great number of my gifts,
and when I make an offering to the Most High God, he will accept it.’
10
Do not grow weary when you pray;
do not neglect to give alms.
11
Do not ridicule a person who is embittered in spirit,
for there is One who humbles and exalts.
12
Do not devise* a lie against your brother,
or do the same to a friend.
13
Refuse to utter any lie,
for it is a habit that results in no good.
14
Do not babble in the assembly of the elders,
and do not repeat yourself when you pray.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
FIRST CANTICLE (BCP p. 119)
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary
Magnificat
Luke 1:46-55
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed: *
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him *
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm, *
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he has scattered the proud in their conceit.
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, *
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things, *
and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel, *
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers, *
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
SECOND READING: Revelation 8:1-13
The people sit.
A Reading from the Revelation of John.
When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.
And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.
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Another angel with a golden censer came and stood at the altar; he was given a great quantity
of incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar that is before the throne.
4
And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of
the angel. 5Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the
earth; and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.
6

Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets made ready to blow them.
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The first angel blew his trumpet, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood, and they were
hurled to the earth; and a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned
up, and all green grass was burned up.
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The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was
thrown into the sea. 9A third of the sea became blood, a third of the living creatures in the sea
died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.
10

The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it
fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. 11The name of the star is Wormwood. A
third of the waters became wormwood, and many died from the water, because it was made
bitter.
12

The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon,
and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light was darkened; a third of the day was kept
from shining, and likewise the night.

6

13

Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew in mid-heaven, ‘Woe,
woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels
are about to blow!’

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 119)
Canticle 17: The Song of Simeon
Nunc dimittis
Luke 2:29-32
Lord, you now have set your servant free *
to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, *
whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations, *
and the glory of your people Israel.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
THIRD READING: Luke 10:17-24
The people sit.
A Reading from Luke.
17

The seventy* returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!’
18
He said to them, ‘I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given
you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing
will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that
your names are written in heaven.’
21

At that same hour Jesus* rejoiced in the Holy Spirit* and said, ‘I thank* you, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.* 22All things have
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or
who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.’
23

Then turning to the disciples, Jesus* said to them privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what
you see! 24For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not
see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.’
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED (BCP p. 96)
Officiant and People together, all standing.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121)
Officiant and People
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121)
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V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Show us your mercy, O Lord;
And grant us your salvation.
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
Let your people sing with joy.
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
For only in you can we live in safety.
Lord, keep this nation under your care;
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

FIRST COLLECT (BCP p. 122)
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give
more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us
those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are
not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
SECOND COLLECT (BCP p. 122)
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the
doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.
THIRD COLLECT (BCP p. 122)
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way,
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.
PRAYER FOR MISSION (BCP p. 124)
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you,
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING (BCP p. 125)
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM (BCP p. 126)
Officiant and People
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
CONCLUDING VERSICLE (BCP p. 126)
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CONCLUDING SENTENCE (BCP p. 126)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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