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Service of Light 
 
GREETING (BCP p. 109) 
All stand 

Officiant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one lights a 
lamp to put it under a bucket, but on a lamp-stand where it gives light for everyone in the house. 
And you, like the lamp, must shine your light before others, so that they may see the good you 
do, and give glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16 
 
PRAYER FOR LIGHT (BCP p. 110) 
The Officiant says 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God Almighty, as you have taught us to call the evening, the morning, and the noonday 
one day; and have made the sun to know its going down: Dispel the darkness of our hearts, that 
by your brightness we may know you to be the true God and eternal light, living and reigning for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lord Christ, your saints have been the lights of the world in every generation: Grant that we who 
follow their footsteps may be made worthy to enter with them into that heavenly country where 
you live and reign forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Candle-Lighting 
 
PHOS HILARON (BCP p. 112) 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 
 
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
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THE PSALM: Psalm 116, 117 

116 Dilexi, quoniam 
 
1 I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
    because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 
 
2 The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
    I came to grief and sorrow. 
 
3 Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
    "O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 
 
4 Gracious is the Lord and righteous; * 
    our God is full of compassion. 
 
5 The Lord watches over the innocent; * 
    I was brought very low, and he helped me. 
 
6 Turn again to your rest, O my soul. * 
    for the Lord has treated you well. 
 
7 For you have rescued my life from death, * 
    my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling. 
 
8 I will walk in the presence of the Lord * 
    in the land of the living. 
 
9 I believed, even when I said "I have been brought very low." * 
    In my distress I said, "No one can be trusted." 
 
10 How shall I repay the Lord * 
    for all the good things he has done for me? 
 
11 I will lift up the cup of salvation * 
    and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 
12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
    in the presence of all his people. 
 
13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
    is the death of his servants. 
 
14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 
    I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;  you have freed me from my bonds. 
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15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
    and call upon the Name of the Lord. 
 
16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
    in the presence of all his people, 
 
17 In the courts of the Lord's house, * 
    in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.   Hallelujah! 
  
117 Laudate Dominum 
 
1 Praise the Lord, all you nations; * 
   laud him, all you peoples. 
 
2 For his loving-kindness toward us is great, * 
    and the faithfulness of the Lord endures for ever.  Hallelujah! 
 
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 4:2-6 
 
On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall 
be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. Whoever is left in Zion and remains in 
Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, once the 
Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of 
Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgement and by a spirit of burning. Then the Lord will 
create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud by day and 
smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed, over all the glory there will be a 
canopy. It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from 
the storm and rain.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
FIRST CANTICLE (BCP p. 119) 
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 
Magnificat 
Luke 1:46-55 
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My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; * 

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 

the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16 
The people sit. 
A reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it is said, 

‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;\ 
   he gave gifts to his people.’ 

(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also descended* into the lower 
parts of the earth? He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so 
that he might fill all things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be 
children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by 
their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knitted 
together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes 
the body’s growth in building itself up in love.  
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Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 119) 
Canticle 17: The Song of Simeon 
Nunc dimittis 
Luke 2:29-32 
Lord, you now have set your servant free * 

to go in peace as you have promised; 
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, * 

whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
A Light to enlighten the nations, * 

and the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
THIRD READING: John 14:15-31 
The people sit. 
A Reading from John. 
The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you. 
‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am 
in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them.’ Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will reveal 
yourself to us, and not to the world?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my 
word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but 
is from the Father who sent me. 
‘I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 
have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. You heard me say 
to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I 
am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before 
it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for 
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the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has 
commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us be on our way. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (BCP p. 96) 
Officiant and People together, all standing. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121) 
Officiant and People 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121) 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
FIRST COLLECT (Feast of Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles) 
O God, we thank you for the glorious company of the apostles, and especially on this day for 
Simon and Jude; and we pray that, as they were faithful and zealous in their mission, so we may 
with ardent devotion make known the love and mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
SECOND COLLECT (BCP p. 122) 
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to us, 
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the 
doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 
THIRD COLLECT (BCP p. 122) 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR MISSION (BCP p. 124) 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING (BCP p. 125) 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM (BCP p. 126) 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE (BCP p. 126) 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE (BCP p. 126) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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