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Service of Light 
 
GREETING 
All stand 

Officiant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
SHORT LESSON 
It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants, for Jesus’ sake. For the same God who said, “Out of darkness let light shine,” has 
caused his light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation—the revelation of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 
 
PRAYER FOR LIGHT 
The Officiant says 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of 
the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance 
of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Candle-Lighting 
 
 
PHOS HILARON S 59 O Gracious Light (Plainsong/Ford/McGregor) (BCP p. 112) 



 3 

 
 
PSALM 119:73-96 
 
Yodh  
 
73 Your hands have made me and fashioned me; * 

give me understanding, that I may learn your commandments. 
 
74 Those who fear you will be glad when they see me, * 

because I trust in your word. 
 
75 I know, O Lord, that your judgments are right * 

and that in faithfulness you have afflicted me. 
 
76 Let your loving-kindness be my comfort, * 

as you have promised to your servant. 
 
77 Let your compassion come to me, that I may live, * 

for your law is my delight. 
 
78 Let the arrogant be put to shame, for they wrong me with lies; * 

but I will meditate on your commandments. 
 
79 Let those who fear you turn to me, * 

and also those who know your decrees. 
 
80 Let my heart be sound in your statutes, * 

that I may not be put to shame. 
 
Kaph Defecit in salutare 
 
81 My soul has longed for your salvation; * 

I have put my hope in your word. 
 
82 My eyes have failed from watching for your promise, * 

and I say, "When will you comfort me?" 
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83 I have become like a leather flask in the smoke, * 

but I have not forgotten your statutes. 
 
84 How much longer must I wait? * 

when will you give judgment against those who persecute me? 
 
85 The proud have dug pits for me; * 

they do not keep your law. 
 
86 All your commandments are true; * 

help me, for they persecute me with lies. 
 
87 They had almost made an end of me on earth, * 

but I have not forsaken your commandments. 
 
88 In your loving-kindness, revive me, * 

that I may keep the decrees of your mouth. 
 
Lamedh In Æternum, Domine 
 
89 O Lord, your word is everlasting; * 

it stands firm in the heavens. 
 
90 Your faithfulness remains from one generation to another; * 

you established the earth, and it abides. 
 
91 By your decree these continue to this day, * 

for all things are your servants. 
 
92 If my delight had not been in your law, * 

I should have perished in my affliction. 
 
93 I will never forget your commandments, * 

because by them you give me life. 
 
94 I am yours; oh, that you would save me! * 

for I study your commandments. 
 
95 Though the wicked lie in wait for me to destroy me, * 

I will apply my mind to your decrees. 
 
96 I see that all things come to an end, * 

but your commandment has no bounds. 
 
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
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as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Sirach 43:23-33 
The people sit. 
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach. 
 23By his plan he stilled the deep  and planted islands in it. 
 24Those who sail the sea tell of its dangers,  and we marvel at what we hear. 
 25In it are strange and marvelous creatures,  all kinds of living things, and huge sea-monsters. 
 26Because of him each of his messengers succeeds,  and by his word all things hold together.  
 27We could say more but could never say enough;  let the final word be: "He is the all." 
 28Where can we find the strength to praise him? For he is greater than all his works. 
 29Awesome is the Lord and very great and marvelous is his power. 
 30Glorify the Lord and exalt him as much as you can, for he surpasses even that. When you exalt 
him, summon all your strength, and do not grow weary, for you cannot praise him enough. 
 31Who has seen him and can describe him?  Or who can extol him as he is? 
 32Many things greater than these lie hidden,  for I have seen but few of his works. 
 33For the Lord has made all things, and to the godly he has given wisdom. 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 119) 
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 
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SECOND READING: Revelation 16:1-11 
The people sit. 
A Reading from the Revelation of John. 
1Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, "Go and pour out on the 
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God." 
2So the first angel went and poured his bowl on the earth, and a foul and painful sore came on 
those who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped its image. 
3The second angel poured his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and 
every living thing in the sea died. 
4The third angel poured his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood. 
5And I heard the angel of the waters say, 
 "You are just, O Holy One, who are and were, 
 for you have judged these things; 
 6because they shed the blood of saints and prophets, 
 you have given them blood to drink. 
 It is what they deserve!" 
7And I heard the altar respond, 
 "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, 
 your judgments are true and just!" 
8The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with fire; 9they 
were scorched by the fierce heat, but they cursed the name of God, who had authority over these 
plagues, and they did not repent and give him glory. 
10The fifth angel poured his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into 
darkness; people gnawed their tongues in agony, 11and cursed the God of heaven because of their 
pains and sores, and they did not repent of their deeds. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
SECOND CANTICLE S 254 The Song of Simeon (Canticle 17) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 
119) 
Canticle 17: The Song of Simeon 
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THIRD READING: Matthew 25:1-13 
The people sit. 
A Reading from Matthew. 
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[Jesus said,] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps 
and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight 
there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those 
bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and 
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to 
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; 
and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know 
neither the day nor the hour.” 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (BCP p. 96) 
Officiant and People together, all standing. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121) 
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Officiant and People 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121) 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
FIRST COLLECT (BCP p. 122) 
O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may purify 
ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we may be made 
like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
SECOND COLLECT (BCP p. 122) 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR MISSION (BCP p. 124) 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING (BCP p. 125) 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM (BCP p. 126) 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE (BCP p. 126) 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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