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Service of Light 
 
GREETING 
All stand 

Officiant Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
SHORT LESSON 
It is not ourselves that we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your 
servants, for Jesus’ sake. For the same God who said, “Out of darkness let light shine,” has 
caused his light to shine within us, to give the light of revelation—the revelation of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 
 
PRAYER FOR LIGHT 
The Officiant says 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness of 
the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the radiance 
of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Candle-Lighting 
 
 
PHOS HILARON S 59 O Gracious Light (Plainsong/Ford/McGregor) (BCP p. 112) 
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PSALM 122 
 
1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 

who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 
2 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 

who speaks the truth from his heart. 
 
3 There is no guile upon his tongue;  he does no evil to his friend; * 

he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
 
4 In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 

but he honors those who fear the Lord. 
 
5 He has sworn to do no wrong * 

and does not take back his word. 
 
6 He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 

nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 
7 Whoever does these things * 

shall never be overthrown. 
 
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Ephesians 4:1-6 
The people sit. 
 
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in 
love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all. 
 
Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 119) 
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 
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SECOND READING: Matthew 19:27-29 
The people sit. 
Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we 
have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is 
seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will 
inherit eternal life.  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
SECOND CANTICLE S 254 The Song of Simeon (Canticle 17) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 
119) 
Canticle 17: The Song of Simeon 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED (BCP p. 96) 
Officiant and People together, all standing. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121) 
Officiant and People 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121) 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
FIRST COLLECT (BCP p. 122) 
O God of peace, by whose grace the abbess Hilda was endowed with gifts of justice, prudence, 
and strength to rule as a wise mother over the nuns and monks of her household: Raise up these 
gifts in us, that we, following her example and prayers, may build up one another in love to the 
benefit of your Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
SECOND COLLECT (BCP p. 122) 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
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PRAYER FOR MISSION (BCP p. 124) 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING (BCP p. 125) 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM (BCP p. 126) 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE (BCP p. 126) 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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Hilda of Whitby, Abbess and Peacemaker (b.614- 17 Nov 680) 
 
Hilda (known in her own century as "Hild") was the grandniece of King Edwin (see 12 Oct) of 
Northumbria, a kingdom of the Angles. She was born in 614 and baptized in 627 when the king 
and his household became Christians. In 647 she decided to become a nun, and under the 
direction of Aidan (see 31 Aug) she established several monasteries. Her last foundation was at 
Whitby. It was a double house: a community of men and another of women, with the chapel in 
between, and Hilda as the governor of both; and it was a great center of English learning, one 
which produced five bishops (during Hilda's lifetime or that of the Abbey?). Here a stable-boy, 
Caedmon, was moved to compose religious poems in the Anglo-Saxon tongue, most of them 
metrical paraphrases of narratives from Genesis and the Gospels. 
 
The Celtic peoples of Britain had heard the Gospel well before 300 AD, but in the 400's and 
500's a massive invasion of Germanic peoples (Angles, Jutes, and Saxons) forced the native 
Celts out of what is now England and into Wales, Ireland, and Scotland. The invaders were 
pagans, and missionaries were sent to them in the north and west by the Celts, and in the south 
and east by Rome and other churches on the continent of Europe. 
 
Roman and Celtic traditions differed, not in doctrine, but on such questions as the proper way of 
calculating the date of Easter, and the proper style of haircut and dress for a monk. It was, in 
particular, highly desirable that Christians, at least in the same area, should celebrate Easter at 
the same time; and it became clear that the English Church would have to choose between the 
old Celtic customs which it had inherited from before 300, and the customs of continental 
Europe and in particular of Rome that missionaries from there had brought with them. In 664 the 
Synod of Whitby met at that monastery to consider the matter, and it was decided to follow 
Roman usage. 
 
Hilda herself greatly preferred the Celtic customs in which she had been reared, but once the 
decision had been made she used her moderating influence in favor of its peaceful acceptance. 
Her influence was considerable; kings and commoners alike came to her for advice. She was 
urgent in promoting the study of the Scriptures and the thorough education of the clergy. She 
died 17 November 680. 

     -by James Kiefer 
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