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OPENING SENTENCE 

The Officiant says 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before him. 

Psalm 96:9 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us be in silence, 

and with penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain 

forgiveness by his infinite goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

 

VERSICLE S 58 Preces  

All stand 
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INVITATORY HYMN  25 O Gracious Light (tr. F. Bland Tucker) (BCP p. 118) 

PSALMS  12, 13, 14 

12 Salvum me fac  

1 Help me, Lord, for there is no godly one left; * 



 4 

  the faithful have vanished from among us. 

2 Everyone speaks falsely with his neighbor; * 

  with a smooth tongue they speak from a double heart. 

3 Oh, that the Lord would cut off all smooth tongues, * 

  and close the lips that utter proud boasts! 

4 Those who say, "With our tongue will we prevail; * 

  our lips are our own; who is lord over us?" 

5 "Because the needy are oppressed, and the poor cry out in misery, * 

  I will rise up," says the Lord, "and give them the help they long for." 

6 The words of the Lord are pure words, * 

  like silver refined from ore and purified seven times in the fire. 

7 O Lord, watch over us * 

  and save us from this generation for ever. 

8 The wicked prowl on every side, * 

  and that which is worthless is highly prized by everyone. 

 

13 Usquequo, Domine?  

  1 How long, O Lord? will you forget me for ever? * 

    how long will you hide your face from me? 

2 How long shall I have perplexity in my mind,  

   and grief in my heart, day after day? * 

   how long shall my enemy triumph over me? 

3 Look upon me and answer me, O Lord my God; * 

  give light to my eyes, lest I sleep in death; 

4 Lest my enemy say, "I have prevailed over him," * 

  and my foes rejoice that I have fallen. 

5 But I put my trust in your mercy; * 

  my heart is joyful because of your saving help. 

6 I will sing to the Lord, for he has dealt with me richly; * 

  I will praise the Name of the Lord Most High. 
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14 Dixit insipiens  

1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." * 

  All are corrupt and commit abominable acts  

   there is none who does any good. 

2 The Lord looks down from heaven upon us all, * 

  to see if there is any who is wise, if there is one who seeks after God. 

3 Every one has proved faithless;  all alike have turned bad; * 

  there is none who does good; no, not one. 

4 Have they no knowledge, all those evildoers * 

  who eat up my people like bread and do not call upon the Lord? 

5 See how they tremble with fear, * 

  because God is in the company of the righteous. 

6 Their aim is to confound the plans of the afflicted, * 

  but the Lord is their refuge. 

7 Oh, that Israel's deliverance would come out of Zion! * 

  when the Lord restores the fortunes of his people, 

   Jacob will rejoice and Israel be glad. 

 

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

Amos 4:6-13 

6I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your cities, and lack of bread in all your 

places, yet you did not return to me, says the Lord.7And I also withheld the 

rain from you when there were still three months to the harvest; I would 

send rain on one city, and send no rain on another city; one field would be 
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rained upon, and the field on which it did not rain withered;8so two or three 

towns wandered to one town to drink water, and were not satisfied; yet you 

did not return to me, says the Lord.9I struck you with blight and mildew; I 

laid waste your gardens and your vineyards; the locust devoured your fig 

trees and your olive trees; yet you did not return to me, says the Lord.10I sent 

among you a pestilence after the manner of Egypt; I killed your young men 

with the sword; I carried away your horses; and I made the stench of your 

camp go up into your nostrils; yet you did not return to me, says the Lord.11I 

overthrew some of you, as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah, and 

you were like a brand snatched from the fire; yet you did not return to me, 

says the Lord.12Therefore thus I will do to you, O Israel; because I will do 

this to you, prepare to meet your God, O Israel!13For lo, the one who forms 

the mountains, creates the wind, reveals his thoughts to mortals, makes the 

morning darkness, and treads on the heights of the earth— the Lord, the God 

of hosts, is his name! 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 

FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 119) 

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 
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SECOND READING: 

The Gospel  Matthew 21:23-32 

23When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, 

and who gave you this authority?”24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one 

question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 

these things.25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 

to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 

are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.”27So they answered 

Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 

authority I am doing these things. 

 

28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go 

and work in the vineyard today.’29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed 

his mind and went.30The father went to the second and said the same; and he 

answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go.31Which of the two did the will of his 

father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 

you.32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw 

it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
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Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  
 Silence may follow. 

SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 119) 

 



 10 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People together, all standing. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121) 

Officiant and People 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121) 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 
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That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before 

the great judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your 

saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

Collect of the Day: The First Sunday of Advent 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 

armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ 

came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in 

his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 

immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

For Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 

give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest 

to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 

joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of Romania 

 

Other prayers and intercessions may follow: 

Birthdays,  Mark, Francis 

Anniversaries, Recovery from sickness, Travelers, Those in trouble or 

bereavement, the departed, or other needs. 

A Collect for Peace 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of 

righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread 
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abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince 

of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

For Those Who Need Continuing Care 

Look with mercy, O God our Father, on all persons who have become ill, weak, 

distressed, or isolated. Provide for them homes of dignity and peace; give them 

understanding helpers, and the willingness to accept help; and increase their faith 

and their assurance of your love. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 

common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 

Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 

midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; 

granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 

everlasting. Amen. 
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CONCLUDING VERSICLE 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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