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OPENING SENTENCE 
The Officiant says 
Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. You fixed 
all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. Psalm 74:15, 16 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
The Officiant says to the people 
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us be in silence, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. 
Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Priest alone stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
VERSICLE S 58 Preces  
All stand 
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INVITATORY S 59 O Gracious Light (Plainsong/Ford/McGregor) (BCP p. 118) 
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PSALM 45      Eructavit cor meum 

 

1 My heart is stirring with a noble song; let me recite what I have fashioned for the king; * 
     my tongue shall be the pen of a skilled writer. 
 
2 You are the fairest of men; * 
     grace flows from your lips, because God has blessed you for ever. 
 
3 Strap your sword upon your thigh, O mighty warrior, * 
      in your pride and in your majesty. 
 
4 Ride out and conquer in the cause of truth * 
     and for the sake of justice. 
 
5 Your right hand will show you marvelous things; * 
     your arrows are very sharp, O mighty warrior. 
 
6 The peoples are falling at your feet, * 
     and the king's enemies are losing heart. 
 
7 Your throne, O God, endures for ever and ever, * 
     a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your kingdom;  
     you love righteousness and hate iniquity. 
 
8 Therefore God, your God, has anointed you * 
     with the oil of gladness above your fellows. 
 
9 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh, aloes, and cassia, * 
     and the music of strings from ivory palaces makes you glad. 
 
10 Kings' daughters stand among the ladies of the court; * 
     on your right hand is the queen, adorned with the gold of Ophir. 
 
11 "Hear, O daughter; consider and listen closely; * 
     forget your people and your father's house. 
 
12 The king will have pleasure in your beauty; * 
     he is your master; therefore do him honor. 
 
13 The people of Tyre are here with a gift; * 
     the rich among the people seek your favor." 
 
14 All glorious is the princess as she enters; * 
     her gown is cloth-of-gold. 
 
15 In embroidered apparel she is brought to the king; * 
     after her the bridesmaids follow in procession. 
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16 With joy and gladness they are brought, * 
     and enter into the palace of the king. 
 
17 "In place of fathers, O king, you shall have sons; * 
     you shall make them princes over all the earth. 
 
18 I will make your name to be remembered from one generation to another; * 
     therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever." 
 
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit. 

The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Hebrews 10:4-10 
It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Consequently, when Christ 
came into the world, he said, 

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 
in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  Then I said, ‘See, God, I 
have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 

When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and 
burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according to the law), then he added, "See, I 
have come to do your will." He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And it is by 
God's will that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
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FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 119) 
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 
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SECOND READING: Luke 1:26-38 
The people sit. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with 
you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 
might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 
Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 
give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since 
I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will 
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 
a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
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SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 119) 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Officiant and People together, all standing. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121) 
Officiant and People 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121) 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
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R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY: ST. MATTHIAS 
Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of your Son 
Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought 
to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
SECOND COLLECT 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen. 
FOR MISSION 
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth also worship you, 
all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and men and women everywhere love 
you and serve you in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Other payers and intercessions may follow: 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Recovery from sickness, Travelers, Those in trouble or bereavement, 
the departed, or other needs. 
 
For Cities 
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations 
of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of 
mutual regard which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate 
poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with 
order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with 
one another the fulfillment of their humanity. 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
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We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE (BCP p. 126) 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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