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Eve of the Nativity of John the Baptist
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The Reverend Daniel Leatherman, Priest-in-Charge

OPENING SENTENCE
The Officiant says
Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. You fixed
all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. Psalm 74:15, 16
CONFESSION OF SIN
The Officiant says to the people
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us be in silence, and with
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite
goodness and mercy.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together, all kneeling
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest alone stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
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The Invitatory and Psalter
VERSICLE S 58 Preces
All stand

INVITATORY S 59 O Gracious Light (Plainsong/Ford/McGregor) (BCP p. 118)
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PSALM 80 Qui regis Israel
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
4 O Lord God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, *
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *
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you cast out the nations and planted it.
9 You prepared the ground for it; *
it took root and filled the land.
10 The mountains were covered by its shadow *
and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *
and its branches to the River.
12 Why have you broken down its wall, *
so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine; *
preserve what your right hand has planted.
15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; *
at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish.
16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, *
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.
17 And so will we never turn away from you; *
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.
18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; *
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show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
At the end of the Psalm is sung or said
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The people sit.

The Lessons
FIRST READING: Malachi 4:1-6
See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble;
the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root
nor branch. But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its
wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. And you shall tread down the wicked, for
they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.
Remember the teaching of my servant Moses, the statutes and ordinances that I commanded him at
Horeb for all Israel.
Lo, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. He will
turn the hearts of parents to their children and the hearts of children to their parents, so that I will not
come and strike the land with a curse.

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Silence may follow.
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FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 119)
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary

7

SECOND READING: Matthew 11:2-19
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said
to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’ Jesus answered them,
‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.
And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. What
then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one
about whom it is written,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.”
Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist
until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all
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the prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you are willing to accept it, he is
Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears listen!
‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the market-places and
calling to one another,
“We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.”
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the Son of Man
came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of taxcollectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.’

Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
Silence may follow.
SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 119)
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED
Officiant and People together, all standing.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121)
Officiant and People
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121)
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
COLLECT OF THE DAY:
Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and
sent to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow
his teaching and holy life, that we may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following his
example, constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's sake;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
FOR MISSION
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that
we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge
and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen.
Other prayers and intercessions may follow:
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Birthdays, Anniversaries, Recovery from sickness, Travelers, Those in trouble or bereavement,
the departed, or other needs.
A Collect for Peace
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to us,
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the
doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.
For Cities
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations
of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of
mutual regard which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate
poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with
order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with
one another the fulfillment of their humanity. Amen.
A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO ST. FRANCIS
Lord, make us instruments of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is discord, union;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
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not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Officiant and People
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord,
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth,
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
CONCLUDING VERSICLE
Alleluia. Alleluia, Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CONCLUDING SENTENCE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14
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