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OPENING SENTENCE 
The Officiant says 
Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. You fixed 
all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. Psalm 74:15, 16 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
The Officiant says to the people 
Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us be in silence, and with 
penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. 
Silence may be kept. 
Officiant and People together, all kneeling 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest alone stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 
VERSICLE S 58 Preces  
All stand 
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INVITATORY S 59 O Gracious Light (Plainsong/Ford/McGregor) (BCP p. 118) 

 
 
PSALM  36:1-5 
1 There is a voice of rebellion deep in the heart of the wicked; * 
       there is no fear of God before his eyes. 
2 He flatters himself in his own eyes * 
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       that his hateful sin will not be found out. 
3 The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful, * 
       he has left off acting wisely and doing good. 
4 He thinks up wickedness upon his bed 
   and has set himself in no good way; * 
       he does not abhor that which is evil. 
5 Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, * 
       and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
The people sit. 

The Lessons 

FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 25:18–38 

Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves, two skins of wine, five sheep ready 

dressed, five measures of parched grain, one hundred clusters of raisins, and two 

hundred cakes of figs. She loaded them on donkeys and said to her young men, ‘Go on 

ahead of me; I am coming after you.’ But she did not tell her husband Nabal. As she 

rode on the donkey and came down under cover of the mountain, David and his men 

came down towards her; and she met them. Now David had said, ‘Surely it was in vain 

that I protected all that this fellow has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of 

all that belonged to him; but he has returned me evil for good. God do so to David and 

more also, if by morning I leave as much as one male of all who belong to him.’ 

When Abigail saw David, she hurried and alighted from the donkey, and fell before 

David on her face, bowing to the ground. She fell at his feet and said, ‘Upon me alone, 

my lord, be the guilt; please let your servant speak in your ears, and hear the words of 

your servant. My lord, do not take seriously this ill-natured fellow Nabal; for as his 
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name is, so is he; Nabal is his name, and folly is with him; but I, your servant, did not 

see the young men of my lord, whom you sent. 

‘Now then, my lord, as the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, since the Lord has 

restrained you from blood-guilt and from taking vengeance with your own hand, now let 

your enemies and those who seek to do evil to my lord be like Nabal. And now let this 

present that your servant has brought to my lord be given to the young men who follow 

my lord. Please forgive the trespass of your servant; for the Lord will certainly make my 

lord a sure house, because my lord is fighting the battles of the Lord; and evil shall not 

be found in you as long as you live. If anyone should rise up to pursue you and to seek 

your life, the life of my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living under the care of 

the Lord your God; but the lives of your enemies he shall sling out as from the hollow of 

a sling. When the Lord has done to my lord according to all the good that he has spoken 

concerning you, and has appointed you prince over Israel, my lord shall have no cause of 

grief, or pangs of conscience, for having shed blood without cause or for having saved 

himself. And when the Lord has dealt well with my lord, then remember your servant.’ 

David said to Abigail, ‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who sent you to meet me 

today! Blessed be your good sense, and blessed be you, who have kept me today from 

blood-guilt and from avenging myself by my own hand! For as surely as the Lord the 

God of Israel lives, who has restrained me from hurting you, unless you had hurried and 

come to meet me, truly by morning there would not have been left to Nabal as much as 

one male.’ Then David received from her hand what she had brought him; he said to her, 

‘Go up to your house in peace; see, I have heeded your voice, and I have granted your 

petition.’ 

Abigail came to Nabal; he was holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a king. 

Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk; so she told him nothing at 
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all until the morning light. In the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his 

wife told him these things, and his heart died within him; he became like a stone. About 

ten days later the Lord struck Nabal, and he died. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 119) 
Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 
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SECOND READING: Luke 10:38–42 
38 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her home. 39She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s 
feet and listened to what he was saying. 40But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; 
so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all 
the work by myself? Tell her then to help me.’ 41But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; 42there is need of only one thing. 
Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’ 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  
People Thanks be to God.  
 Silence may follow. 
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A REFLECTION ON THE  READINGS 
 
SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 119) 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Officiant and People together, all standing. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121) 
Officiant and People 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121) 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
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V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
COLLECT OF THE DAY:  
 
O God, heavenly Father, your Son Jesus Christ enjoyed rest and refreshment in the home of 
Mary and Martha of Bethany:  Give us the will to love you, open our hearts to hear you, and 
strengthen our hands to serve you in others for his sake; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
FOR MISSION 
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your Spirit that 
we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to the knowledge 
and love of you; for the honor of your Name. Amen. 
 
Other payers and intercessions may follow: 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Recovery from sickness, Travelers, Those in trouble or bereavement, 
the departed, or other needs. 
A Collect for Peace 
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just works: Give to us, 
your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so that our minds may be fixed on the 
doing of your will, and that we, being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
For Cities 
Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations 
of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of 
mutual regard which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate 
poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with 
order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with 
one another the fulfillment of their humanity. Amen.  
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A PRAYER ATTRIBUTED TO ST. FRANCIS 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let us sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is discord, union; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 
our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 
and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 
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CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
Alleluia. Alleluia, Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
CONCLUDING SENTENCE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 
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