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OPENING SENTENCE 

The Officiant says 

Yours is the day, O God, yours also the night; you established the moon and the sun. You fixed 

all the boundaries of the earth; you made both summer and winter. Psalm 74:15, 16 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the people 

Dear friends in Christ, here in the presence of Almighty God, let us be in silence, and with 

penitent and obedient hearts confess our sins, so that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 

goodness and mercy. 

Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together, all kneeling 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

The Priest alone stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
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The Invitatory and Psalter 

 

VERSICLE S 58 Preces  

All stand 

 

 

INVITATORY S 59 O Gracious Light (Plainsong/Ford/McGregor) (BCP p. 118) 
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PSALMS 27 Dominus illuminatio 

 

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? * 
the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid? 

 
2 When evildoers came upon me to eat up my flesh, * 

it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stumbled and fell. 
 
3 Though an army should encamp against me, * 

yet my heart shall not be afraid; 
 
4 And though war should rise up against me, * 

yet will I put my trust in him. 
 
5 One thing have I asked of the Lord; one thing I seek; * 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 
 
6 To behold the fair beauty of the Lord * 

and to seek him in his temple. 
 
7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; * 

he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock. 
 
8 Even now he lifts up my head * 

above my enemies round about me. 
 
9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; * 

I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
 
10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; * 

have mercy on me and answer me. 
 
11 You speak in my heart and say, "Seek my face." * 

Your face, Lord, will I seek. 
 
12 Hide not your face from me, * 
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nor turn away your servant in displeasure. 
 
13 You have been my helper; cast me not away; * 

do not forsake me, O God of my salvation. 
 
14 Though my father and my mother forsake me, * 

the Lord will sustain me. 
 
15 Show me your way, O Lord; * 

lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. 
 
16 Deliver me not into the hand of my adversaries, * 

for false witnesses have risen up against me,  
and also those who speak malice. 

 
17 What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of the Lord * 

in the land of the living! 
 

18 O tarry and await the Lord's pleasure;  

be strong, and he shall comfort your heart; * 

wait patiently for the Lord. 

At the end of the Psalm is sung or said 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The people sit. 

The Lessons 

FIRST READING:  1 Samuel 1:1-20 

1There was a certain man of Ramathaim, a Zuphite* from the hill country of Ephraim, whose 

name was Elkanah son of Jeroham son of Elihu son of Tohu son of Zuph, an Ephraimite. 2He 

had two wives; the name of one was Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah. Peninnah had 

children, but Hannah had no children. 

3 Now this man used to go up year by year from his town to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord 

of hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests of the Lord. 4On 

the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his wife Peninnah and to all her sons 

and daughters; 5but to Hannah he gave a double portion,* because he loved her, though the Lord 

had closed her womb. 6Her rival used to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord 

had closed her womb. 7So it went on year after year; as often as she went up to the house of the 

Lord, she used to provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat. 8Her husband Elkanah 

said to her, ‘Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not 

more to you than ten sons?’ 
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9 After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself before the Lord.* 

Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10She 

was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly. 11She made this vow: ‘O Lord 

of hosts, if only you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget 

your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before you as a 

nazirite* until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants,* and no razor 

shall touch his head.’ 

12 As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth. 13Hannah was praying 

silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 

14So Eli said to her, ‘How long will you make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your 

wine.’ 15But Hannah answered, ‘No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 

neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before the Lord. 16Do not 

regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been speaking out of my great anxiety and 

vexation all this time.’ 17Then Eli answered, ‘Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition 

you have made to him.’ 18And she said, ‘Let your servant find favour in your sight.’ Then the 

woman went to her quarters,* ate and drank with her husband,* and her countenance was sad no 

longer.* 

19 They rose early in the morning and worshipped before the Lord; then they went back to their 

house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her. 20In due time 

Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, ‘I have asked him of the 

Lord.’ 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

FIRST CANTICLE S 242 The Song of Mary (Canticle 15) (Plainsong/Ford) (BCP p. 119) 

Canticle 15: The Song of Mary 
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SECOND READING:  Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ 

29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And 

now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne 

of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there 

will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’  35The angel 

said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And 

now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 

for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary 

said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the 

angel departed from her. 

Reader The Word of the Lord.  

People Thanks be to God.  

 Silence may follow. 

SECOND CANTICLE (BCP p. 119) 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

Officiant and People together, all standing. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
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the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 121) 

Officiant and People 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES (BCP p. 121) 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear, and not be condemned before the great 

judgment seat of Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by your Holy Spirit in the communion of all your saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat you, O Lord. 

Collect of the Day: Collect for the Nativity of Mary 

Father in heaven, by your grace the virgin mother of your incarnate Son was blessed in bearing 

him, but still more blessed in keeping your word: Grant us who honor the exaltation of her 
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lowliness to follow the example of her devotion to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

For Mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels 

charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, 

soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love's sake. Amen. 

 

World Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for the people of The Republic of Guatemala. 

Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 

We pray for our sisters and brothers members of the Belarusian Greek Catholic Church. 

Other prayers and intercessions may follow: 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, Recovery from sickness, Travelers, Those in trouble or bereavement, 

the departed, or other needs. 

A Collect for Protection 

Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils and 

dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

For Cities 

Heavenly Father, in your Word you have given us a vision of that holy City to which the nations 

of the world bring their glory: Behold and visit, we pray, the cities of the earth. Renew the ties of 

mutual regard which form our civic life. Send us honest and able leaders. Enable us to eliminate 

poverty, prejudice, and oppression, that peace may prevail with righteousness, and justice with 

order, and that men and women from different cultures and with differing talents may find with 

one another the fulfillment of their humanity. Amen.  

For Quiet Confidence 

O God of peace, who has taught us that in returning and rest we will be saved, in quietness and 

confidence will be our strength: By the might of your Spirit lift us, we pray, to your presence, 

where we may be still and know that you are God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
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for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 

not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to your service, 

and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 

 

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM 

Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or 

three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, 

our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, 

and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

CONCLUDING VERSICLE 

Alleluia. Alleluia, Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 

with us all evermore. Amen. 2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

The modern canon of scripture does not record Mary's birth. The earliest known account of 

Mary's birth is found in the Protoevangelium of James (5:2), an apocryphal text from the late 

second century, with her parents known as Anne and Joachim. The Protoevangelium of James 

describes Mary's father Joachim as a wealthy member of one of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. He 

and his wife Anne were deeply grieved by their childlessness. 

 

Pious accounts place the birthplace of the Virgin Mary in Sepphoris, Israel, near Nazareth, where 

a 5th-century basilica is excavated at the site. The earliest document commemorating this feast 

comes from a hymn written in the sixth century. The feast may have originated somewhere in 

Syria or Palestine in the beginning of the sixth century, when after the Council of Ephesus, the 

cult of the Mother of God was greatly intensified, especially in Syria. 

 

The first liturgical commemoration is connected with the sixth century dedication of the Basilica 

Sanctae Mariae ubi nata est, now called the Church of St. Anne in Jerusalem. The original 

church built, in the fifth century, was a Marian basilica erected on the spot known as the 

shepherd's pool and thought to have been the home of Mary's parents. In the seventh century, the 
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feast was celebrated by the Byzantines as the feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Since 

the story of Mary's Nativity is known only from apocryphal sources, the Latin Church was 

slower in adopting this festival. At Rome the Feast began to be kept toward the end of the 7th 

century, brought there by Eastern monks. 
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