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Easter Vigil 

The liturgy intended as the first (and arguably, the primary) celebration of Easter in the BCP 
(pp. 284-95). It is also known as the Great Vigil. The service begins in darkness, sometime 
between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter, and consists of four parts: The Service 
of Light (kindling of new fire, lighting the Paschal candle, the Exsultet); The Service of Lessons 
(readings from the Hebrew Scriptures interspersed with psalms, canticles, and prayers); 
Christian Initiation (Holy Baptism) or the Renewal of Baptismal Vows; and the Eucharist. 
Through this liturgy, the BCP recovers an ancient practice of keeping the Easter feast. 
Believers would gather in the hours of darkness ending at dawn on Easter to hear scripture 
and offer prayer. This night-long service of prayerful watching anticipated the baptisms that 
would come at first light and the Easter Eucharist. Easter was the primary baptismal occasion 
for the early church to the practical exclusion of all others. This practice linked the meanings 
of Christ's dying and rising to the understanding of baptism. 
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The Great Vigil of Easter 

The Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the people in these or similar words 

Beloved in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over from death 
to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, to linger in vigil 
and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord in which, by virtue of our baptism into his 
death, into the hope of his resurrection, we celebrate the New Life we have received by his 
Mercy, awaiting the time when we may gather again around your holy altar.  

The Celebrant may say the following prayer 

Let us pray. 

O God, you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of your light: Sanctify this new 
fire, and grant that we may so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain 
to the festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon (the Celebrant if there is no deacon) 
bearing the Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing or saying 

  The light of Christ. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
If candles have been distributed to members of the congregation, they are lighted from the Paschal Candle at this time.  
Other candles and lamps in the church, except for those at the Altar, may also be lighted. 

The Paschal Candle is placed in its stand. 

Then the Deacon, or other person appointed, standing near the Candle, sings or says the Exsultet, as follows 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for 
the victory of our mighty King.  

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has 
been vanquished by our eternal King.  

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light, resound 
with the praises of your people.  Amen. 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Celebrant 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, 
to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us 
the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood delivered your faithful people. 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in 
Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are 
restored to grace and holiness of life. 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the 
grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving-kindness to us, 
that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 
How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores 
innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings 
peace and concord. 
 
How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God. 

Holy Father, accept our living sacrifice of this candle in your honor. May Christ, the light of 
the world, bring us healing. May Christ, your light in us, drive away darkness and fear. May 
Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find our faith ever burning, our love of mercy 
and justice ever afire – he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

It is customary that the Paschal Candle burn at all services from Easter Day through the Day of Pentecost. 

The Liturgy of the Word 

The Celebrant may introduce the Scripture readings in these or similar words 

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; 
and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

After each Lesson, the Psalm or Canticle listed, or some other suitable psalm, canticle, or hymn may be sung. A period 
of silence may be kept; and the Collect provided, or some other suitable Collect, may be said. 

A reading from the book of Exodus (14:10-31; 15:20-21 Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea) 
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As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because 
there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let 
us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, 
stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the 
Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you 
have only to keep still.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. 
But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites 
may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they 
will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his 
chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and 
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came 
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites 
went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down 
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, 
for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled 
before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 
sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 
the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
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Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women 
went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to 
the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.” 

Reader  Hear ends the reading. 

Canticle 8    The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino  (Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18)  

Congregation read in unison 

I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *  
    the Lord has become my Savior.  
This is my God and I will praise him, *  
    the God of my people and I will exalt him.  
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *  
    Yahweh is his Name.  
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  
    the finest of those who bear armor have been  
                             drowned in the Red Sea.  
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  
    they sank into the depths like a stone.  
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *  
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.  
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *  
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?  
You stretched forth your right hand; *  
    the earth swallowed them up.  
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  
    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.  
You will bring them in and plant them *  
    on the mount of your possession,  
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *  
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.  
The Lord shall reign *  
    for ever and for ever. 

Celebrant Let us pray.     (Silence) 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered 
by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a 
sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples 
of the earth may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance 
of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (4:2-6 God’s Presence in a renewed Israel) 

On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land 
shall be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. Whoever is left in Zion and remains in 
Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, once the 
Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of 
Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. Then the Lord will 
create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud by day and 
smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed over all the glory there will be a 
canopy. It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter 
from the storm and rain. 

Reader  Hear ends the reading. 

Psalm 122 Laetatus sum 

 
Sung in unison 
 
1  I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
 
2  Now our feet are standing *    

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
 
3  Jerusalem is built as a city *    

that is at unity with itself; 
 
4  To which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD, * 
the assembly of Israel, 
to praise the Name of the LORD. 

 
5  For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

the thrones of the house of David. 
 
6  Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *  

“May they prosper who love you. 
 
7  Peace be within your walls * 

and quietness within your towers. 
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8  For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 

I pray for your prosperity. 
 
9  Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 

I will seek to do you good.” 

Celebrant Let us pray.     Silence 

O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night: 
Grant that we, who serve you now on earth, may come to the joy of that heavenly Jerusalem, 
where all tears are wiped away and where your saints for ever sing your praise; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel (37:1-14 The valley of dry bones) 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were 
very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, 
and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will 
cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 
them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 
Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and 
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that 
I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then 
you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 

Reader  Hear ends the reading. 
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Psalm 30 Exaltabo te, Domine 

 
  
1 I will exalt you, O LORD, 

because you have lifted me up * 
and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

 

2  O LORD my God, I cried out to you, * 
and you restored me to health. 

 

3  You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; * 
you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

 

4  Sing to the LORD, you servants of his; * 
give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

 

5  For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 
his favor for a lifetime. 

 

6  Weeping may spend the night, * 
but joy comes in the morning. 

 

7  While I felt secure, I said, 
“I shall never be disturbed. * 
You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.” 

 

8  Then you hid your face, * 
and I was filled with fear. 

 

9  I cried to you, O LORD; * 
I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 

 

10  “What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

 

11  Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; * 
O LORD, be my helper.” 

 

12  You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 
you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 

 

13  Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 
O LORD my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
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Priest Let us pray.     (Silence) 

Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness 
and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the 
power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The candles at the Altar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle.  (bells are rung) 

The Celebrant says to the people 

  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 

The candles at the Altar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle.  (bells are rung) 

 
Jesus Christ is risen today Hymnal 207 
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The Collect of the Day 
 
The Celebrant says to the people 
 The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you.  
Celebrant  Let us pray.  
 
The Celebrant says the collect 
 
Almighty God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the 
cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant 
us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Lessons  
 
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 
 
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (6:3-11) 
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Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has 
died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he 
lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain Hymnal 199 
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The Gospel  
 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (28:1-10) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold 
of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
After the Gospel, the Reader says 
 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon          The Rev. Daniel Leatherman 

The Celebrant may first address the people in these or similar words, all standing 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his 
death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten 
observance is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we 
once renounced Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy 
Catholic Church. 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 
Celebrant  Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into 
his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, to renew the 
solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his 
works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
 
Celebrant   Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment 

to Jesus Christ? 
People   I do. 
 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Father? 
People   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth. 
 
Celebrant  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 
 
 
Celebrant  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
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and the life everlasting. 
 
Celebrant  Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant   Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as 

yourself? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 
Celebrant  Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 
The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by 
water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal 
life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
Officiant   In the company of Jesus and in unity with his faithful followers in years past and in 
our present day, let us offer our prayers responding, “Kyrie eleison.” 
 
For the gift of humility, that we may mirror the servanthood of Jesus, bending the knee of 
our hearts to all whose feet have journeyed a long distance, and whose hands have washed 
away the burdens of others; let us pray. Kyrie eleison. 
 
For peace throughout the world, for all places where the lust for power fosters tyranny and 
war; let us pray. Kyrie eleison. 
 
For our Islands and for everyplace that has been touched by the Corona virus.  That all who 
tend to the sick and dying will know the grace and consolation of your love, let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 
For the courage to face our own unfaithfulness: the kisses of deception, the subtle betrayals, 
our spiritual sleepiness; that in turning to Christ we may receive the grace that changes lives; 
let us pray. Kyrie eleison. 
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For those who keep watch this night, that in watching they may be found, in seeking they 
may be filled with the Spirit, and in waiting they may find peace; let us pray. Kyrie eleison. 
 
For those who keep watch every night: the hungry, the homeless, the fearful, that Christ may 
find them in their own gardens of Gethsemane and not leave them in despair; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 
 
In companionship with Peter, John, and all the apostles, let us continue our prayers. 
For all those people and situations on our hearts, which we now offer to God, either silently 
or aloud.  We pray especially for  _________.  Fr John, Carol, Ester, Betty, Gene, Marjorie, John, 
Frances, Gary, Joan, Deborah, Kia’i, Marianne, Joe, Gladys, Larry A, Glen 
Let us pray, Kyrie eleison. 
 
A moment of silence 
 
Officiant  Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the 
anxious, be with those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we 
may find comfort knowing that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Amen.  (Prayer from Gloucester Cathedral) 
 
The Celebrant adds a concluding collect 
Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus Christ, 
our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 
The Peace 
 
All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
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And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
 

Celebrant blesses the people 
 
May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection 
of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.  
 
May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
 
May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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We know that Christ is raised and dies no more                                                     Hymnal 296 

 
 
 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us!  
All   Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
Celebrant:  When we share our bread with one another 
All   The Lamb of God will make us one. 
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