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The Great Vigil of Easter 
 
Please gather outside where the chairs are set up.  

Opening Acclamation  
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ has risen. 
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The Collect 
O God, who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son to the death of the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to 
die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his resurrection; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.  
 
The Liturgy of the Word  
 
The Celebrant may introduce the Scripture readings in these or similar words 
 
Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages 
past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a  
 
Narrator (N): In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over 
the face of the waters. Then God said,  
 
God: “Let there be light;” 
 
N: and there was light.   
 
All: And God saw that the light was good  
 
N: and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and morning, the first day.  
And God said,  
 
God: Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.”   
 
N: So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said,  
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God: Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.  
 
N: And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas.   
 
All: And God saw that it was good.  
  
Then God said,  
 
God: Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seeds, and fruit trees of every kind 
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.  
 
N: And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.   
 
All: And God saw that it was good.   
 
N: And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. And God said,  
 
God: Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let 
them   give light upon the earth.  
 
N: And it was so. God made the two great lights- the greater light to rule the day and the 
lesser light to rule the night- and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness.   
 
All: And God saw that it was good.  
 
N: And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. And God said,  
 
God: Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the dome of the sky.  
 
N: So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every 
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind.  
 
All: And God saw that it was good.  
 
N: God blessed them, saying  
 
God: Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 
earth.  
 
N: And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said,  
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God: Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and 
wild animals of the earth of every kind.  
 
N: And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of 
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of ever kind.   
 
All: And God saw that it was good.  
 
N: Then God said,  
 
God: Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.  
 
N: So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them,   
 
God: Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 
earth. See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, 
and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the 
earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that 
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.  
 
N: and it was so.  
 
All: And God say everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.   
 
N: And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work 
that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he 
had done in creation.   
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Opening Hymn    Morning has broken    Hymnal 8 (vv 1,3) 

 
 
 
The congregation leaves the outdoor worship space and moves to the church building.  

 

 



6 
 

Processional Hymn                    Jesus Christ is risen today                 Hymnal 207 
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The Lessons 

The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. (6:3-11) 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 
united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him 
so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For 
whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn                        Welcome, happy morning!                     Hymnal 179 (vv 1,4-6) 

 
Continued on facing page 
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The Gospel 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (28: 1-10)  
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, `He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This 
is my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took 
hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 
 
After the Gospel, the Reader says 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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The Sermon             The Rev. Karen Swanson 
 

The Prayers of the People                  The Great Vigil of Easter 
In the silence that follows each bidding, intercessions may be offered silently, or aloud. 

Celebrant  Jesus Christ is risen today, our triumphant holy day. Alleluia! So let us pray to our 
Lord, saying, “Risen Christ, to you we give undying praise.” 

Leader  Heavenly King, for us you endured the cross and the grave. When we were yet 
sinners, you redeemed and saved us. May we sing your eternal praises everywhere we go. 
The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Leader  Risen Christ, 
People  To you we give undying praise. 

Incarnate Love, where hearts are wintry, grieving or in pain, call forth new life by your 
touch. Bring forth life in the barren places of your world. The congregation is invited to add their 
thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Risen Christ, 
To you we give undying praise. 

Author of Life, you are the ruler of creation. All things created on earth sing to your glory. 
From the death of the winter, raise the fair beauty of earth. The congregation is invited to add their 
thanksgivings, followed by silence.    

Risen Christ, 
To you we give undying praise. 

Resurrected One, bring our neighbors from sadness into joy. Where they live in darkness, 
brighten their lives with a day of splendor and give to all that peace that passes human 
knowing. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Risen Christ, 
To you we give undying praise. 

Triumphant Lord, gladden the faces of all who are sad and fearful-hearted. May they 
rejoice in your victory over sin and pain—even as they share in your glorious triumph. The 
congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Risen Christ, 
To you we give undying praise. 

Risen Christ, you have opened heaven’s gate. You have freed us from the power of sin and 
death. Through your resurrection, you give us the promise of resurrection to a holier state. 
Bless the dying and the dead. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Risen Christ, 
To you we give undying praise. 

 
Special intentions of the congregation, the diocese, and the Anglican Communion may be added here or before the formal 
intercessions. 
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect 

Hasten, O Father, the coming of thy kingdom; and grant that we thy servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold thy Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

The Peace 
 
All stand.  The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The Announcements 
 
Prayers for special occasions 
Birthday prayer: Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever 
he may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up 
if he fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
Anniversary prayer: Most gracious God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the 
abundance of your blessing upon this couple. Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all 
peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and 
a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in the companionship; in their sleeping 
and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; and in their life and in their death. Amen. 
 
 
The Holy Communion 
 
Offertory Sentence  
The Celebrant says 

The death Christ Jesus died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourself dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
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Offertory Hymn                          The day of resurrection!                                   Hymnal 210 
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Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or 
celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. Once the altar is prepared the following 
Doxology may be sung 

Doxology                                 Hoʻonani i ka Makua mau                            Na Himeni 1 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer C 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise. 
People Glory to you for ever and ever. 
 
At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, 
the planets in their courses, and this fragile earth, our island home. 
People  By your will they were created and have their being. 
 
From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, 
reason, and skill. You made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 
your trust; and we turned against one another. 
People  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 
 
Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your 
righteous Law. And in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 
fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 
People  By his blood, he reconciled us.  

By his wounds, we are healed. 
 
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 
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Celebrant and People then sing the Sanctus        WLP 857 

 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 
 
And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people by water and 
the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body 
and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
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On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, and gave it 
to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
People We celebrate his death and resurrection,  

as we await the day of his coming. 
 
Lord God of our Fathers: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from 
the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon 
only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one 
spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name. 
People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 
 
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from 
generation to generation.  
 
Celebrant and People then sing the Amen                                                            Hymnal S 143 

 
 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then shall be said, 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.  
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.   
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that he died for 
you and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.   
 
Ministration of Communion 
 
The people are seated. In the Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcome to receive the Holy Communion regardless of 
age or Christian tradition. Anglicans believe in the “Real Presence” where, in the Bread and Wine, Christ is made “real” and 
“present.”  The nature of this grace is that Christ received even if one of the elements is received alone.  During this time of 
pandemic as case numbers decline, vaccinations increase, and treatments improve, we are again distributing the Bread and the 
Wine in Communion. Communing from the common cup is optional, based on your personal judgment. The chalice on your left 
(facing the altar) will be for intinction; the chalice on the right is for those who wish to drink from the cup. Please refrain if you 
are not feeling well. Those who are not baptized may receive a blessing; please join in the movement to the altar and cross your 
arms over your heart; this will alert the Celebrant of your desire to receive a blessing.  

Faith @ Home:  Prayer/Act of Reception for those who cannot receive the Sacrament   
(from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, Order of the Holy Cross)  

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and 
Blood are offered this day, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this 
life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope 
of glory. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
Communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, 
my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I 
come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn                          The day of resurrection!                               Hymnal 210 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Easter blessing  

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.  

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ forever. Amen.  

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.  

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you 
and remain with you forever. Amen.   
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Retiring Procession     Christ is alive! Let Christians sing            Hymnal 182  

 
 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.  
Alleluia. Alleluia.  

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
 
 
Postlude 
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