St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
Holy Eucharist: Rite Two

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 20, 2020 | 8:00 and 10:00
The Reverend Daniel Leatherman, Celebrant and Preacher

The Advent Wreath
The Advent Wreath has four purple or blue candles in a ring around a white or gold candle reflecting
the liturgical color for Advent, with a pink candle for the Third Sunday, when rose-pink vestments are
traditionally worn. The first candle is lit on Advent Sunday; additional ones are lit, one on each Sunday,
and the white or gold one on Christmas Day.
There are several traditions about the meaning or theme of each candle. The scheme that accords best
with the Common Worship Principal Service Lectionary is:
Advent 1
The Patriarchs
Advent 2
The Prophets
Advent 3
John the Baptist
Advent 4
The Virgin Mary
Christmas Day
The Christ
Each of the four Sundays then reminds us of those who prepared for the coming of Christ. ‘The
Patriarchs’ can naturally focus on Abraham, our father in faith, and David, the ancestor in whose city
Jesus was born. ‘The Prophets’ gives an opportunity to reflect on the way the birth of the Messiah was
‘foretold’. John, who proclaimed the Savior, and Mary, who bore him in her womb, complete the
picture.

Prelude
Celebrant standing at Advent Wreath

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Fourth Sunday of Advent Sanctus bell rings, people standing,
Celebrant standing at Advent Wreath
Celebrant
People

The spirit of God rests fully on the coming Lord.
The promised Christ is full of wisdom and understanding in the Spirit of
God.

Celebrant
People

The promised Lord will rule with true justice and righteousness.
All fear will change to comfort. All enemies will be transformed into
friends.

Celebrant
People
Celebrant

As we trust in God, we find our peace.
In the grace of God, we find our hope
Let us – with hope – kindle the light of the Lord.

God our Father, the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary that she was to be the mother of your
Son. Though Mary was afraid, she responded to your call with joy. Help us, whom you call to
serve you, to share like her in your great work of bringing to our world your love and healing.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. Amen.
Silence is kept following the lighting of the candle
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Entrance

O come, O come Emmanuel (verses 6,7,&8)
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Hymnal 56

The Word of God
Celebrant
People

Blessed are you, holy and living God.
You come to your people and set them free.

The people kneeling as you are able.

The Decalogue: Contemporary

People

Hear the commandments of God to his people:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.
You shall have no other gods but me.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

You shall not make for yourself any idol.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

Honor your father and your mother.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

You shall not commit murder.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

You shall not commit adultery.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

You shall not steal.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

You shall not be a false witness.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant
People

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Amen. Lord have mercy.

Celebrant

The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence is kept.

4

Minister and People

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says,

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
People

Amen.

When appointed, the following hymn is said (8:00) and sung (10:00), all standing

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
10:00 The Kyrie

Kyrie Eleison
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Hymnal S 96

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the collect

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying
Reader

A reading from the second book of the Samuel (7:1-11, 16)

When the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all
that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David:
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in
a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all
the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom
I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house
of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people
Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies
from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of
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the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they
may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will
give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that
the LORD will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.
After the reading, the Reader says
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 Misericordias Domini

8:00 spoken in unison; 10:00 sung

1

Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing; *
from age to age my mouth will proclaim your faithfulness.

2

For I am persuaded that your love is established for ever; *
you have set your faithfulness firmly in the heavens.

3

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one; *
I have sworn an oath to David my servant:
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‘I will establish your line for ever, *
and preserve your throne for all generations.’”

19

You spoke once in a vision and said to your faithful people: *
“I have set the crown upon a warrior
and have exalted one chosen out of the people.

20

I have found David my servant; *
with my holy oil have I anointed him.

21

My hand will hold him fast *
and my arm will make him strong.

22

No enemy shall deceive him, *
nor any wicked man bring him down.

23

I will crush his foes before him *
and strike down those who hate him.

24

My faithfulness and love shall be with him, *
and he shall be victorious through my Name.
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25

I shall make his dominion extend *
from the Great Sea to the River.

26

He will say to me, ‘You are my Father, *
my God, and the rock of my salvation.’

Reader

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (16:25-27)

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long
ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of
faith-- to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen.
After the reading, the Reader says
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn

The angel Gabriel from heaven came
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Hymnal 265

The Gospel
Then, all standing, the Deacon or Priest reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke (1:26-38)
People
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How
can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the
servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed
from her.
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After the Gospel, the Deacon or Priest says
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon

The Rev. Daniel Leatherman

Nicene Creed

The Celebrant and People then say the Nicene Creed together, all standing.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Prayers of the People

Advent IV

You astounded Mary with her invitation to bear your Son. Surprise us with your delight
in us, with your invitation to do your will, with the light of Christ growing with in us. Surprise
us, Lord, again and again.
Silence
Celebrant

We are your children. Increase the faith in us, day by day, season by season. Empower
us to seek and do your will. Cause us to surprise ourselves by opening up our hearts to find
that you are always there.
Surprise us, Lord.
Leader

We pray that the leaders of all the nations demonstrate wisdom and a heart for the good of
their people and peace between neighbors.
Surprise us, Lord.
We pray that the peoples of all the nations realize freedom and an end to hunger and poverty.
Enable a spirit of generosity to flow throughout the world.
Surprise us, Lord.
We pray for our neighbors with whom we work and live. Surprise us with what can be
accomplished when we work together for the common good. Open our eyes to see you in
each person we meet. Open our hearts and hands to each need we encounter.
Surprise us, Lord.
We pray for healing for those with troubled spirits, who suffer from addiction, loneliness, and
despair. We ask for healing for those who struggle with the consequences of illness or
recovering from surgery. Reveal to us how to join in your saving and healing work through
the power of your Spirit.
Surprise us, Lord.
We pray for those who have died and now rest in your eternal embrace. May the light of your
love surround them and comfort those who grieve their deaths. Surprise them with the sure
hope of the Resurrection.
Surprise us, Lord.
We are your people. Increase the faith in us day by day. Surprise us with your loving, liberating,
and life-giving presence.
Surprise us, Lord, again and again.
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

The Peace
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
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The Holy Communion
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture.

Offertory Hymn

Blest be the King whose coming
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Hymnal 74

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or celebrant.
The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. Once the altar is prepared the Doxology may be sung.

Nā Hīmeni o Ka ‘Ekalesia 1

Ho‘onani i ka Makua mau

The Great Thanksgiving
Enriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 1
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God,
source of life and fountain of mercy.
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The Preface for Advent

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in
him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the
world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.
Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation,
we lift our voices with all creation as we sing (say):
8:00 Celebrant and People then say

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
Hymnal S 125

10:00 Celebrant and People then sing the Sanctus

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your
own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace.
But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and
rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for
all people.
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Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in Jesus.
Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself
freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life.
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words concerning the cup,
to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing the wine to be consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread
and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as
Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons,
that with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Joseph, Queen Emma, King Kamehameha IV, Queen
Lili‘uokalani, Saints Damien and Marianne of Moloka‘i, our patron Saint Timothy and all your
saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your Name for ever. Through Christ and
with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise,for
ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior
Christ has taught us,
we are bold to say,
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
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And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.
Then shall be said,
Celebrant
People

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread.

When appointed, the following hymn is said (8:00) and sung (10:00)

Jesus, Lamb of God:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins:
Have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world:
Give us your peace.
The Agnus Dei

Jesus, Lamb of God
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Hymnal S 164

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Ministration of Communion
The people are seated. In the Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcome to receive the Holy Communion regardless of age or
Christian tradition. Anglicans believe in the “Real Presence” where, in the Bread and Wine, Christ is made “real” and “present.” The
nature of this grace is that Christ received even if one of the elements is received alone. During this time of pandemic out of an abundance of
caution, we will only distribute the Bread in Communion. Those who are not baptized may receive a blessing; please join in the movement
to the altar and cross your arms over your heart; this will alert the Celebrant of your desire to receive a blessing.

Faith @ Home: Prayer/Act of Reception for those who cannot receive the Sacrament
(from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, Order of the Holy Cross)
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed
Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the
blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means
of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I
cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you
and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me
serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.
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Communion Hymn

Come, thou long-expected Jesus

Hymnal 66

Postcommunion Prayer
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with
spiritual food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a
people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and
continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, may bless the people.

Advent Blessing
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in
faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be
rewarded with unending life. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you
and remain with you for ever. Amen.
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Postcommunion Hymn

People, look East

WLP 724

The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses with these words
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

OFFERING Your offerings support the ministries of St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church. Donations
can be made at https://www.sttimothysaiea.org/giving.html. Thank you for your generosity.
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