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Prelude 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Second Sunday of Advent    
 
Sanctus bell rings, people stand 

Celebrant standing at Advent Wreath 

Celebrant The Spirit of God rests fully on the coming Lord. 
People The promised Christ is full of wisdom and understanding  
  in the Spirit of God. 
Celebrant  The promised Lord will rule with true justice and righteousness. 
People  All fear will change to comfort.   
  All enemies will be transformed into friends. 
Celebrant  As we trust in God, we find our peace. 
People  In the grace of God, we find our hope. 
Celebrant  Let us – with hope – kindle the light of the Lord. 
 
Celebrant  God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Savior who would  

bring peace. You helped them to spread the joyful message of his coming  
kingdom. Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share with those  
around us the good news of your power and love. We ask this through Jesus 
Christ, the light who is coming into the world. Amen. 

 
Silence is kept following the lighting of the candle 
 

 
Entrance Hymn                   Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding (verses 1-4)              Hymnal 59 
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Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  His mercy endures forever. 
 
Song of Praise                          Thy kingdom come, O God!     Hymnal 613 

 
 
The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the collect 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare 
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lessons 
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (11:1-10) 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit 
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall 
be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his 
ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek 
of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 
lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the 
lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall 
graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand 
on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will 
be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of 
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling 
shall be glorious. 

After the Reading, the Reader says  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  Deus, judicium 

 
1  Give the King your justice, O God, * 

and your righteousness to the King’s Son; 
 

2  That he may rule your people righteously * 
and the poor with justice; 
 



5 
 

3  That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * 
and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 

4  He shall defend the needy among the people; * 
he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 

5  He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * 
from one generation to another. 
 

6  He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * 
like showers that water the earth. 
 

7  In his time shall the righteous flourish; * 
there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 

18  Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, * 
who alone does wondrous deeds! 
 

19  And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * 
and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 

 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (15:4-13) 

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness 
and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For 
I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God 
in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 
Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore I will confess you 
among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name”; and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, 
with his people”; and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him”; and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

After the Reading, the Reader says  

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn                    O day of peace that dimly shines            Hymnal 597 
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The Gospel 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (3:1-12)) 
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I 
tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 
 
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather 
his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon             The Rev. Karen Swanson 
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Nicene Creed  
The Celebrant and People then say the Nicene Creed together, all standing. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People        Advent II 
In the silence that follows each bidding, intercessions may be offered silently, or aloud. 
Celebrant  As we anticipate the glorious birth of the Messiah, let us gather our prayers and 
thanksgivings as an offering of faith, responding, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.” 
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Leader  That we may confess our collusion with evil, turn from the wrong we have done, and 
recommit ourselves to a holy life. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Leader  Let us pray. 
People  O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

That righteousness may flourish throughout the legislative bodies of our nation, so that 
integrity overcomes the interests of special groups, and honesty the financial influence of 
the affluent.  The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

That we be given the faith to go into the wilderness of our time and culture, giving voice to 
the promises of Christ and the glory of his reign. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings, followed 
by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

That all people everywhere may choose to be washed through the water and fire of 
baptism, sharing in Christ’s death and united in his resurrection. The congregation is invited to add their 
thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

That we may honor our children, whose keen sense of the mystery of faith leads us to a 
deeper understanding of the Eucharistic Meal, and the humility to share gifts of hope 
across all the tables of the world. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

That those who care for the sick may be given the strength to endure and the patience to 
carry on in the midst of trials, and that those who have died may rest in peace. The congregation is 
invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

In thanksgiving for programs and people who assist those troubled with alcoholism, 
gambling, and any addiction that holds our souls in bondage. The congregation is invited to add their 
thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

In thanksgiving for those who are generous in their giving for the mission of the Church: 
its ministry and witness, its temporal responsibilities and spiritual treasures. The congregation is 
invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

As a people ever-watchful for the coming of the Messiah, let us continue our intercessions.    
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers for special occasions 
Birthday prayer: Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever 
he may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up 
if he fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Anniversary prayer: Most gracious God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the 
abundance of your blessing upon this couple. Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all 
peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and 
a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in the companionship; in their sleeping 
and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; and in their life and in their death. Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
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The Announcements 
 
The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture. 

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.  Matthew 5:23-24 
 
Offertory Hymn                        Comfort, comfort ye my people Hymnal 67 
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Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or 
celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. Once the altar is prepared the following 
Doxology may be sung 

Doxology                                 Hoʻonani i ka Makua mau                            Na Himeni 1 

 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer D 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice 
to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People then sing the Sanctus Hymnal S 124 

 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
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Then the Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to 
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, 
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; 
to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from 
the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he 
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the 
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

Celebrant and People then sing the Memorial Acclamation                                           Hymnal S 140  

 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of 
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, 
with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, Queen Emma, King Kamehameha IV, 
Queen Lili‘uokalani, Fr. Damien, Mother Marianne, our patron St. Timothy, and with  all the 
saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and 
give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty 
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.  

Celebrant and People then sing the Amen                                                            Hymnal S 143 
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And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then shall be said, 
Celebrant  You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord.     
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
Ministration of Communion 
 
The people are seated. In the Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcome to receive the Holy Communion regardless of age or Christian 
tradition. Anglicans believe in the “Real Presence” where, in the Bread and Wine, Christ is made “real” and “present.”  The nature of this 
grace is that Christ received even if one of the elements is received alone.  During this time of pandemic as case numbers decline, vaccinations 
increase, and treatments improve, we are again distributing the Bread and the Wine in Communion. Communing from the common cup is 
optional, based on your personal judgment. The chalice on your left (facing the altar) will be for intinction; the chalice on the right is for those 
who wish to drink from the cup. Please refrain if you are not feeling well. Those who are not baptized may receive a blessing; please join in the 
movement to the altar and cross your arms over your heart; this will alert the Celebrant of your desire to receive a blessing.  

Faith @ Home:  Prayer/Act of Reception for those who cannot receive the Sacrament   
(from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, Order of the Holy Cross)  

 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and Blood are 
offered this day, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption 
won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray you to come into my heart. 
I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; 
let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
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Communion Hymn                Father, we thank thee who hast planted Hymnal 302 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May the light of Christ shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path, and 
the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you now and always. 
Amen. 
 
Retiring Procession                       Prepare the way, O Zion      Hymnal 65 
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The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

Let us bless the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God. 
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