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Prelude 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Third Sunday of Advent    
 
Sanctus bell rings, people stand 

Celebrant standing at Advent Wreath 

Celebrant  The wilderness will dance and the dry places will sing praises to God. 
People When we see the glory of the Lord revealed,  
  we will be strengthened and saved! 
Celebrant  God’s peace opens our eyes.  

God’s gift of hope opens our hearts. 
People  With joy, we will praise the promised Savior of the world! 
Celebrant  As we trust in God, we find our peace. 
People  In the grace of God, we find our hope. 
Celebrant  Let us – with joy – kindle the light of the Lord. 
 
Celebrant  God our Father, you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age a son  

called John. He grew up strong in spirit, prepared the people for the coming  
of the Lord, and baptized them in the Jordan to wash away their sins. Help 
us, who have been baptized into Christ, to be ready to welcome him into our 
hearts, and to grow strong in faith by the power of the Spirit. We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. Amen. 

 
 
Silence is kept following the lighting of the candle 
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Entrance Hymn                       On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry                Hymnal 76 

 
 

 
Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People  His mercy endures forever. 
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Song of Praise                          O come, O come, Emmanuel (verses 1, 5-6) Hymnal 56 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

God be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
Celebrant    Let us pray. 
 
The Celebrant says the collect 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (35:1-10) 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the 
crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. 
 
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see 
the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 
  
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful 
heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break 
forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and 
the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall 
be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

After the Reading, the Reader says  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 146:4-9   Lauda, anima mea 

 
4  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 

whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
 
5  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; * 

who keeps his promise for ever; 
 
6  Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 

and food to those who hunger. 
 
7  The LORD sets the prisoners free; 

the LORD opens the eyes of the blind; * 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 
8  The LORD loves the righteous; 

the LORD cares for the stranger; * 
he sustains the orphan and widow, 
but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

 
9  The LORD shall reign for ever, * 

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. 
Hallelujah! 

 

A reading from the letter of James (15:4-13) 

Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 
precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late 
rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, 
the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, 
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

After the Reading, the Reader says  

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn                    By all your saints still striving (verses 1-3)        Hymnal 232 

 
Verse 2 The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist 

All praise for John the Baptist,  

forerunner of the Word, 

our true Elijah,  

making a highway for the Lord. 

The last and greatest prophet,  

he saw the dawning ray 

of light that grows in splendor  

until the perfect day. 
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The Gospel 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. (11:2-11) 
People          Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go 
out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

After the Gospel, the Reader says 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon             The Rev. Karen Swanson 
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Nicene Creed  
The Celebrant and People then say the Nicene Creed together, all standing. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People        Advent III 
In the silence that follows each bidding, intercessions may be offered silently, or aloud. 
Celebrant  Be strong, do not fear! Our God is coming. Confident that our waiting is not in 
vain, let us offer our prayers as we respond, “O come, O come, Emmanuel.” 

Leader  O come Emmanuel, free us from the bondage of our sins, our pride and hypocrisy, 
our greed and self-serving interests, that we may know your redeeming love and reveal its 
liberating joy. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Leader  Let us pray. 
People  O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

O Wisdom from on high, show us the path of the Holy Way, and set our feet upon its joy.  
The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

O Lord of Might, who gives sight to the blind and opens the ears of those who cannot 
hear, who heals the sick, raises the dead, and brings good news to the poor, give us a share 
of your power that we may do the works you do. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings, followed 
by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

O Branch of Jesse’s tree, we give thanks for our spiritual ancestors, by whose faith the 
lamp of truth illumines the disciples of every age. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and 
petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

O Key of David, unlock the doors of oppression and violence that imprison humankind, 
and set free those living in the bondage of slavery, the victims of abusive relationships, and 
those chained by poverty. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

O Dayspring from on high, may the dawn overcome every darkness, as your messengers 
plant the barren land with the seeds of hope. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, 
followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

O Desire of Nations, free us from the division that separates nations and peoples, and fill 
the leaders of the world with a passion for peace. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and 
petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
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O Come, Emmanuel, lift up those who are lowly, and raise from the dead those who have 
fallen asleep. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Let us pray. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 

May we continue to proclaim our trust in the Lord’s constant watch, as we add to these 
prayers and petitions.    
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the 
prayers of your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 
Let us confess our sins to God. 
 

Silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant and People 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
The Bishop when present, or the Priest, stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
 
The Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture. 

If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to 
your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.  Matthew 5:23-24 
 
Offertory Hymn                     “Thy kingdom come!” on bended knee Hymnal 615 

 
 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or 
celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. Once the altar is prepared the following 
Doxology may be sung 

Doxology                                 Hoʻonani i ka Makua mau                            Na Himeni 1 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer D 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living 
and true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your 
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice 
to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People then sing the Sanctus Hymnal S 124 

 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
 
Then the Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and 
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in 
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our 
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your 
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you 
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for 
salvation. 

 



14 
 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to 
be our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, 
yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; 
to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from 
the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he 
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the 
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved 
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, 
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread 
and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People then sing the Memorial Acclamation                                           Hymnal S 140  

 
 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and 
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, 
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living 
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name. 
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Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of 
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph, 
with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, Queen Emma, King Kamehameha IV, 
Queen Lili‘uokalani, Fr. Damien, Mother Marianne, our patron St. Timothy, and with  all the 
saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and 
give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty 
God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.  

Celebrant and People then sing the Amen                                                            Hymnal S 143 

 
 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 
Then shall be said, 
Celebrant  You shall eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, says the Lord.     
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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Ministration of Communion 
 
The people are seated. In the Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcome to receive the Holy Communion regardless of age or Christian 
tradition. Anglicans believe in the “Real Presence” where, in the Bread and Wine, Christ is made “real” and “present.”  The nature of this 
grace is that Christ received even if one of the elements is received alone.  During this time of pandemic as case numbers decline, vaccinations 
increase, and treatments improve, we are again distributing the Bread and the Wine in Communion. Communing from the common cup is 
optional, based on your personal judgment. The chalice on your left (facing the altar) will be for intinction; the chalice on the right is for those 
who wish to drink from the cup. Please refrain if you are not feeling well. Those who are not baptized may receive a blessing; please join in the 
movement to the altar and cross your arms over your heart; this will alert the Celebrant of your desire to receive a blessing.  

Faith @ Home:  Prayer/Act of Reception for those who cannot receive the Sacrament   
(from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, Order of the Holy Cross)  

 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and Blood are 
offered this day, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption 
won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly 
present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray you to come into my heart. 
I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; 
let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 
Communion Hymn                Let all mortal flesh keep silent Hymnal 324 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members  
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May the light of Christ shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your path, and 
the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be among you now and always. 
Amen. 
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Retiring Procession             The King shall come when morning dawns            Hymnal 73 

 
 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

Let us bless the Lord.   
People Thanks be to God. 
 
 

ST. TIMOTHY’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
98-939 Moanalua Road | ‘Aiea, HI 96701| (808)488-5747 

Office@sttimothysaiea.org | www.sttimothysaiea.org 
 

The Right Reverend Robert L. Fitzpatrick, V Bishop of Hawai‘i 

The Reverend Karen Swanson, Interim Priest  
karen.swanson @sttimothysaiea.org, (650) 200-8449 

From riteplanning.com.  Copyright © 2022 Church Publishing Inc. All rights reserved. 


