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Prelude 
 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Fourth Sunday of Advent    
 
Sanctus bell rings, people stand 
 
Silence is kept following the lighting of the candle 
 

Entrance Hymn                       Come, thou long expected Jesus                       Hymnal 66 

 
 
Opening Acclamation 
Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be God’s kingdom now and for ever. Amen.  
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Song of Praise                          O come, O come, Emmanuel Hymnal 56 (vv 1,6-7) 
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The Collect of the Day 

The Celebrant says to the people 

               The Lord be with you. 
People        And also with you. 
 
The Celebrant says the collect 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at 
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
The people sit. One or two Lessons, as appointed, are read, the Reader first saying 

A reading from the second book of Samuel (7:1-11, 16) 

When the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies 
around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, 
but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the Lord is with you.” 

But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I 
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, from 
the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. Your 
house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 
established forever. 

After the Reading, the Reader says  

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 15  The Song of Mary Magnificat  Luke 1:46-55 

  
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; *  

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 

From this day all generations will call me blessed: * 
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 

He has mercy on those who fear him * 
in every generation. 

He has shown the strength of his arm, * 
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, * 
and has lifted up the lowly. 

He has filled the hungry with good things, * 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has come to the help of his servant Israel, * 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

The promise he made to our fathers, * 
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (16:25-27) 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the 
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience 
of faith – to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 
Amen. 

After the Reading, the Reader says  

 The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Sequence Hymn               The angel Gabriel from heaven came        Hymnal 265 
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The Gospel 
Then, all standing, the Deacon or Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke (1:26-38) 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to 
the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month 
for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 
Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your 
word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

After the Gospel, the Deacon or Priest says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
 
The Sermon             The Rev. David Y. Ota 
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Nicene Creed  
The Celebrant and People then say the Nicene Creed together, all standing. 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of the People        Advent IV 
In the silence that follows each bidding, intercessions may be offered silently, or aloud. 

Celebrant  You astounded Mary with her invitation to bear your Son. Surprise us with your 
delight in us, with your invitation to do your will, with the light of Christ growing with in 
us. Surprise us, Lord, again and again. 

Leader  We are your children. Increase the faith in us, day by day, season by season. Empower 
us to seek and do your will. Cause us to surprise ourselves by opening our hearts to find that 
you are always there. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Leader  Surprise us, Lord, 
People  again and again. 

We pray that the leaders of all the nations demonstrate wisdom and a heart for the good of 
their people and peace between neighbors. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings, followed by silence.    

Surprise us, Lord, 
again and again. 

We pray that the peoples of all the nations realize freedom and an end to hunger and 
poverty. Enable a spirit of generosity to flow throughout the world. The congregation is invited to add 
their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Surprise us, Lord, 
again and again. 

We pray for our neighbors with whom we work and live. Surprise us with what can be 
accomplished when we work together for the common good. Open our eyes to see you in 
each person we meet. Open our hearts and hands to each need we encounter. The congregation is 
invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Surprise us, Lord, 
again and again. 

We pray for healing for those with troubled spirits, who suffer from addiction, loneliness, 
and despair. We ask for healing for those who struggle with the consequences of illness or 
recovering from surgery. Reveal to us how to join in your saving and healing work through 
the power of your Spirit. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Surprise us, Lord, 
again and again. 

We pray for those who have died and now rest in your eternal embrace. May the light of your 
love surround them and comfort those who grieve their deaths. Surprise them with the sure 
hope of the Resurrection. The congregation is invited to add their thanksgivings and petitions, followed by silence.    

Surprise us, Lord, 
again and again. 

We are your people. Increase the faith in us day by day. Surprise us with your loving, 
liberating, and life-giving presence. 

Surprise us, Lord,  
again and again. 
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Loving God, your Advent people look expectantly for the coming of Christ: As the earth 
brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, nurture our 
prayers and the thoughts of our hearts, that we may receive with joy the goodness of your 
strength and live in the power of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Peace 
All stand. The Celebrant says to the people 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.  
 
Prayers for special occasions 
Birthday prayer: Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him wherever 
he may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up 
if he fall; and in his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of his life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Anniversary prayer: Most gracious God, by the power of your Holy Spirit, pour out the 
abundance of your blessing upon this couple. Defend them from every enemy. Lead them into all 
peace. Let their love for each other be a seal upon their hearts, a mantle about their shoulders, and 
a crown upon their foreheads. Bless them in their work and in the companionship; in their sleeping 
and in their waking; in their joys and in their sorrows; and in their life and in their death. Amen. 
 
The Announcements 
 
The Holy Communion 
The Celebrant begins the Offertory with a sentence of Scripture. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.  (Luke 1:46) 
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Offertory Hymn                 By all the saints still striving (see verse 2 below)           Hymnal 232 

 

 
Saint Mary the Virgin 

We sing with joy of Mary 
Whose heart with awe was stirred 

When, youthful and unready, 
She heard the angel’s word; 
Yet she her voice upraises, 
God’s glory to proclaim, 
As once for our salvation 
Your mother she became. 

 

Representatives of the congregation bring the people’s offerings of bread and wine, and money or other gifts, to the deacon or 
celebrant. The people stand while the offerings are presented and placed on the Altar. Once the altar is prepared the following 
Doxology may be sung 

Doxology                                 Hoʻonani i ka Makua mau                            Na Himeni 1 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and says 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs 
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge 
the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the 
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice 
to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing, 

Celebrant and People then sing the Sanctus Hymnal S 124 

 
 
The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
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At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it, and at the words concerning the 
cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me.” 
 
 
Celebrant and People  

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with Queen Emma, King Kamehameha IV, Queen Lili‘uokalani, 
Saints Damien and Marianne of Moloka‘i, our patron Saint Timothy, and with all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
Celebrant and People then sing the Amen                                                             Hymnal S 143 
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And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.  A period of silence is kept. 
 
Celebrant and People then sing the Fraction Anthem                                                Hymnal S 153 

 
 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
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Ministration of Communion 
 
The people are seated. In the Episcopal Church, all baptized persons are welcome to receive the Holy Communion regardless of 
age or Christian tradition. Anglicans believe in the “Real Presence” where, in the Bread and Wine, Christ is made “real” and 
“present.”  The nature of this grace is that Christ received even if one of the elements is received alone.  During this time of 
pandemic as case numbers decline, vaccinations increase, and treatments improve, we are again distributing the Bread and the 
Wine in Communion. Communing from the common cup is optional, based on your personal judgment. The chalice on your left 
(facing the altar) will be for intinction; the chalice on the right is for those who wish to drink from the cup. Please refrain if you 
are not feeling well. Those who are not baptized may receive a blessing; please join in the movement to the altar and cross your 
arms over your heart; this will alert the Celebrant of your desire to receive a blessing.  

Faith @ Home:  Prayer/Act of Reception for those who cannot receive the Sacrament   
(from St. Augustine’s Prayer Book, Order of the Holy Cross)  

 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your blessed Body and 
Blood are offered this day, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this 
life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope 
of glory. I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive 
Communion, I pray you to come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, 
my soul, and my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I 
come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 
 
Communion Gift of Music                 Ave Maria                Franz Schubert, composer 

     Sung by Bette Kalohi  
The text is adapted from the greeting of the Angel Gabriel to Mary at the annunciation, and Elizabeth’s 
later greeting to the pregnant Mary. Both are found in the first chapter of Luke. 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace 
The Lord is with thee 

Blessed art thou amongst women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus 

Holy Mary, Mother of God 
Pray for us sinners 

Now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
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Postcommunion Prayer 
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 
Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you 
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Priest blesses the people, saying 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit be with you now and always. Amen. 
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Retiring Procession           Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! Hymnal 437 

 
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, dismisses them with these words 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
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