
Getting to Work 
 

“Men (and women) of Galilee, why do you stand looking toward heaven?” (Acts 1:11)  
 

Dear St. Timothy’s µOhana, 

 Aloha!  This edition the Ka Leo o Timoteo has us marching steadily on to Pentecost (May 23). After 
the Ascension of Jesus where he was lifted up to heaven. the Day of Pentecost is when the Holy Spirit 
descended like tongues of flame on the disciples gathered in Jerusalem after which they began to speak in 
other languages, and spread the gospel.      

 “Men (and women) of Galilee, why do you stand looking toward heaven?” (Acts1:11).  
Though the scriptural translation says “men” the question more assuredly applies to us all, men and 
women alike.  As Jesus ascended, his message is two-fold- “He’ll be back,” and “Get to work”.  

 “He’ll be back.”  The earliest disciples expected Jesus’ return to be immanent.  As the years pro-
gressed, and as the Church grew, they maintained their hope.  Christians throughout the ages 
have studied the scriptures trying to figure out the date and time of Jesus’ return. We truly do not 
know when this will be, but we are called to live in these “end times” as our Christian forbearers did – to 
live as if Jesus’ return is around the corner.  When Jesus does return, would we recognize him? If we are 
waiting for Jesus to return, what do we do in the mean time?    

 “Get to work.”  In the book of Acts, after the disciples received the Holy Spirit, they spread the 
Good News and continued to preach, teach, heal, and baptize.   Like them, our response in faith is to fol-
low the path of Jesus who said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved 
you” and “I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last” (John 15:12, 16).  

 We bear fruit not in a church, but in the world.  In the church, we gather to pray and to be fed in 
Word and sacrament. But we do not live in a convent or monastery walled off from the world.  We live 
in the world and we live out our faith in it.   Until his return, Jesus promised that we will not be left com-
fortless but will have the promised gift of the Holy Spirit.  As we approach Pentecost and the season that 
follows, let us be reminded that we, as the Church, are filled with the Holy Spirit and are called to Love 
and to bear Christ’s name in the world, and get to work.  

Blessings, 



  

  
 

Happy Birthday! 

5/5  Mabel Garduque  
5/9  Paul Mahuka  
5/10  Mansueto Parcon, Jr.   
  Marilyn Howard  
5/14  Gail Layco  
5/18  Abigail Kiyosaki  
5/19  Gentry Biven  
5/22  Ronald Steffens  
5/28  Adele Thomas  
5/29  William Yano  
5/31  Nancy Chun  

Member Directory  
 The Pastoral Care calls to members 
of the church during the pandemic has high-
lighted the need for us to update our Church 
Member database and fill in the blanks when 
it comes to contact information, birthdays, 
anniversaries, and family members.   

Please fill out the form which can be found on our web-
site under “Connect” (https://www.sttimothysaiea.org/
memberupdate.html) and send it to us at: 
updates@sttimothysaiea.org. 

Parish Staff 

The Reverend Daniel L. Leatherman, Vicar  

Paul Mahuka, Parish Manager  

Angie Delight, Musician  

 Thank you to everyone who helped take and 
provide pictures for our newsletter.  If you have any 
pictures that you would like to share with us, please 
email them to: news@sttimothysaiea.org. 

Youth Weekly Compline Service 
Fr. Jar Pasalo, the Diocese's Youth and Young Adult 
Missioner, has launched a weekly LIVE Compline on 
the Episcopal Youth of Hawaii Facebook Group 
page. All are invited to join in every Thursday at 8:00 
PM. All sessions are available for viewing on the page 
if you miss it. If you are interested in assisting/
leading Compline, contact Fr. Jar at:  
https://form.jotform.com/201216527233142.  

Past Episcopal Youth Event Participants 
 The Office of Youth Ministries for The Episcopal Church has contracted 
with Ministry Architects to conduct a professional and objective evaluation of the 
almost 40-year-old international triennial Episcopal Youth Event and the more re-
cently added Evento de Jóvenes Episcopales. Since EYE2020 was cancelled due to 
pandemic, we sought to take advantage of the pause and engage in a research project 
while we have the capacity to give it the attention it deserves. Now is the time, and 
we humbly request your help. 
 Our goal is to reach as many former EYE/EJE participants (both youth and 
adults) to help tell the story and determine the future of this legacy event. We have 
created a participation form on our website at:  
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/ministries/youth-ministries/episcopal-youth-
event/. 



From the Archives: 
 Here is an original, proposed campus layout 
of St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, circa 1970.  No-
tice that there are multiple buildings (such as be-
hind the present Sumida Hall) which 
were later omitted.   

 Look carefully for two staircases flank-
ing the main church door, which were meant 
to lead to a mezzanine area in the nave.  

 If you have any additional in-
formation about this image, or stories 
related to the building of our current 
Campus, please let us know.     



ACES Volunteers Stripe the Parking Lot 
 Last month, as part of an extended learning and skill building op-
portunity, students from ACES and their aids volunteered to stripe the 
parking lot.  The students were between the ages of 11 and 16 and were 
not helped by their parents or siblings.    
 ACES is dedicated to enhancing the quality of life for individuals 
and families impacted with Autism and other special needs. They provide 
comprehensive, professional services to maximize individuals' potential in 
the home, school, and community throughout their lifespan.  
 Using the very latest and most widely accepted teaching and thera-
peutic methodologies, ACES aspires to help each individual with autism 
and other developmental disabilities fulfill his or her maximum potential. 
They provide a full complement of services in homes, schools and com-
munities throughout the Western United States.  
 ACES opened its doors to individuals and families impacted with 
autism and other developmental disabilities in 1996. They have grown into 
a team of specialists with backgrounds in psychology, occupational and 
speech therapies, and education.  ACES began its operation on St. Timo-
thy’s campus in October 2020.  



A Mother’s Day Prayer 
God of Love,  
 Your Holy Scriptures are filled with numerous descriptions of you as a lov-
ing and caring parent.  As a mother you have cared and tended to the needs of 
your children, loving us even when we have chosen a different path.  From you all 
life was born and in your bosom, creation is nurtured and fed.  As a mother bend-
ing over her children you toiled in the dust of the earth to form us in your im-
age.  As your children, you gathered us together as a brood under your wing.   You 
have knitted us together as members of one human family and called us your off-
spring.  
 Your Son, Our Savior Jesus Christ was born of Mary, his earthly moth-
er.  She accepted your call to be the Bearer of the Incarnation knowing only of 
your promise that the child will be called holy.  And when the time came, with no 
room but a stable to give birth, your Son was born and laid in a manger.  Bless, 
preserve, and protect those in childbirth as they struggle to bring new life into the 
world.     
 We give you thanks for the mothers among us.  Grant them wisdom, pa-
tience, persistence, and strength as they form and shape and guide those around 
them to be the full measure of their humanity.  Help us to honor them now and 
always with the thanks they deserve, but often do not receive.  
 We also give you thanks for all motherly figures:  grandmothers, aunts, sisters, wives, step-mothers, 
foster mothers, guardians, teachers, care providers, neighbors, friends, loved ones, and many others who de-
vote and dedicate their hearts and embody care, compassion, and love to those whom they influence.  Give to 
them wisdom, patience, persistence, courage, and strength to carry on in their work and their joy of motherly 
and mother-like tasks.  
 Even as we offer our thanks and praise for mothers and motherhood, we acknowledge that this day 
also brings restless spirits and difficult emotions.  We lift to you those whose lives are marked by loneliness 
and grief in the loss of a mother or grandmother; for those who spend this day as widower, for the child who 
has lost a parent, and for the mother who grieves the loss of a child.  To them grant your comfort and peace 
in the death of their loved one and fill them with the hope of the resurrection.  
 We also lift to you those who struggle to conceive biological children; we pray for those who have suf-
fered miscarriages; endured fertility treatments, and persist in adoptions.  Surround them with your love, hold 
them close and dry their tears of longing and grief; remind them that in living lives of faithful service, a lasting 
legacy continues.   
 We pray for those whose experience of mothers and motherhood bring about deep hurt.  We ask for 
your healing balm from the wounds of the past, guide the path of forgiveness for the wrongs both experi-
enced and committed; where it is possible, help to rebuild and strengthen those relationships grounding them 
in compassion and love.  
 It is with grateful hearts that we give thanks to you our God whose care and love for us and your crea-
tion shows us the depth and breadth of motherhood’s possibilities.  We pray for new mothers, young mothers 
with children in their tender years and those whose children have grown and left to discover what you have in 
store for them.  We pray for grandmothers and great-grandmothers of advanced years thanking them 
for being a light in our lives and who remind us that though our lives are filled with transition and change, 
your care and love for all your children remains the same.  
 To you, O God, who is a loving Mother and Father to us all, we pray.   Amen.  



St. Andrew’s Priory, Ascension Day Reflection  
By Jane Murakami 

 Ascension Day is always a special day for me. Why? For the 7 years 
that I spent as a student at St. Andrew’s Priory, this Day holds special 
memories of a tradition that continues till today... One Hundred and Fifty-
Four years later.  St. Andrew’s Priory was founded on Ascension Day in 
1867 and on this day we honor our benefactor, Queen Emma. The one 
official day when the student body exchanged our black wool pleat-
ed skirts for white ones and attend our daily chapel service in St. Andrew’s 
cathedral. What a sight to see everyone in white except for our black ties 
hanging under our blouse collars! Fortunately, or unfortunately, depending 
on who you speak with, times have changed and so has the uniforms for 
school.  
 The tradition of decorating the 9-foot Coral Cross that sits in the 
Robinson Courtyard is done by the Junior class each year. It is part of the 
celebration of the birthday of the school.  The members of the junior class 
traditionally stay overnight at school on the eve of Ascension to do the 
decorating of the cross and campus. In my day, decorating meant gathering 
plumeria blossoms, stringing long lei to wind around its shape, and drap-

ing them from the front. Today, these young women are creative and talented; they use the skills and 
knowledge learned in school to create their unique design which will define 
their year.  As in every celebration, there is music, merriment, and the gath-
ering of alumnae. Observing this scene makes my heart soar knowing that I 
am proud to be part of St. Andrew’s Priory and the traditions associated 
with Ascension Day.   
 In this 2021 year, with time for contemplation, I have been won-
dering. “What does this Ascension Day mean to me?” In the most simplis-
tic explanation - It is the continuation of the promise of the Easter mes-
sage. Christ rose from the dead and ascended into heaven to be next to 
God and He will come again by sending the Holy Spirit to continue his 
earthly mission. This may be all wrong and I should be more carefully lis-
tening to Father Dan’s sermons on Sunday!  
 We at St. Timothy’s have a strong Priory contingent.  Several of our 
parishioners are proud graduates of St. Andrew’s and we even have multi-
generational alumnae families.  We also have past and pre-
sent faculty and staff who come to worship at St. Timothy’s.  
Kūlia i ka Nuʻu!  



Origins of  Pentecost  
 The seven week (50 day) season of Easter extends from Easter day until the Feast 
of Pentecost.  Pentecost is the day on which we remember the story given to us in the sec-
ond chapter of the Book of Acts.  
 According to the New Testament, 40 days after the resurrection Jesus ascends into 
heaven (this is the day we call Ascension Day).  But before Jesus ascends, he promises his 
disciples that he will not leave them (and us) “comfortless”, but will send the Holy Spirit to 
strengthen and to guide; to guide the church.  Jesus is carried upwards to heaven and the 
disciples return to Jerusalem.  Finally, ten days later, on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy 
Spirit descends on the people gathered.    
 The word “Pentecost” (meaning 50 in Greek) originally did not refer to the Christian Feast Day we have 
today.  The Jewish Feast of Shavout, also known as the Feast/Festival of Weeks was observed 50 days after the 
1st day of Passover. Shavout marks the wheat harvest in Israel as recorded in Exodus 34:22 and also commemo-
rates the anniversary of the giving of the Torah by God to the Children of Israel at Mount Sinai.    
 On the other hand, Christian Pentecost occurs 50 days after the resurrection (Easter Day).  In England, 
it is still called “White Sunday” or “Whitsunday.”  The “white” is in reference to the Holy Ghost and the white 
garments worn by catechumens (those expecting to be baptized).  A different tradition is that the young women 
of parish attended in new white dresses that day.  Alternately, the word “wit” (or “wyt” or “wytte” in Old Eng-
lish) meaning “wisdom” became associated with this Sunday because on Pentecost the Holy Spirit pours out 
wisdom on Christ’s disciples enabling them to speak in different languages.    
 However it came to be called, in the Book of Acts, the story is told:  

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout 
men, out of every nation under heaven. Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came 
together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own language.  

 So…the main sign of Pentecost is the Holy Spirit and in Western Christianity the color is RED, symbol-
izing the fire of the Holy Spirit.  Originally, the clergy, ministers, and choirs wore red vestments. But now, the 
custom has extended to the congregation wearing red clothing in celebration as well.  Banners, balloons, stream-
ers and other adornments are hung or flown to symbolize the blowing of the “mighty wind” and the free move-
ment of the Spirit.    Hence, we are all encouraged to wear RED on Pentecost Sunday and decorate the church 
honoring the Holy Spirit that moves among us so freely.  



Classes, Meetings, & Services 
 

Sunday  
   8:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Rite II   
 (in person and live streamed)  
   10:00 a.m. - Holy Eucharist Rite II  
 (in person) 
 

Wednesday   
   11:00 a.m. - Bible Study  
 (online only)  
   6:00 p.m. - Evening Prayer  
 (live streamed only)  
   7:00 p.m. - Adult Formation  
 (online only)  

Calendar Highlights 
 

May 
 2 Fifth Sunday in Easter  

 9  Sixth Sunday of  Easter  
 11  Outreach Dinner  

 13 Ascension Day 

 16  Seventh Sunday of  Easter  

  Bishop’s Committee Meeting  

 23  Day of  Pentecost  
 25  Outreach Dinner  

 30  First Sunday after Pentecost  

 St. Timothy’s Events 

From St. Timothy’s archives 

Contact us: 
(808) 488-5747 

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
98-939 Moanalua Rd 
ʻAiea, HI 96701-5012 


